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Abstract. In film and television works, documentaries have a variety of social 

functions such as reflecting life, recording history and disseminating knowledge. 

Taking ecological civilization and environmental protection development as the 

theme, this design have conducted research on Dongguan Urban Wetland Park 

through case studies, field visits and other methods, and combined the research 

with the production of the documentary Green Dongguan. This work adopts a 

variety of filming techniques and methods, such as aerial photography, 

time-lapse photography, in order to show the diversity and vitality of the wetland. 

This paper mainly shows the production process of the short film and analyzes 

the use of images and sound in the short film. Through the audio and visual 

presentation of the short documentary, the audience can feel the natural beauty 

and ecological value of Dongguan Wetland Park more intuitively and vividly, 

and raise the awareness of the protection of the ecological environment. 

Keywords: Documentary; Short documentary; Environmental protection; New 

Media 

1 Introduction 

With the process of industrialization, Dongguan is faced with the challenge of man-

aging highly polluting and energy-intensive enterprises, and the ecological environ-

ment was once a source of concern. Therefore, Dongguan has also begun to focus on 

environmental development in the process of industrialization. In recent years, the 

Dongguan municipal government has actively promoted the development and imple-

mentation of environmental protection policies, such as the promulgation of the 

Dongguan Environmental Protection Regulations and the Dongguan Action Plan for 

the Prevention and Control of Air Pollution. These policies focus on reducing pollu-

tion and protecting the ecological environment, while strengthening penalties for en-

vironmental violations. Urban greening projects in Dongguan have achieved remark-

able results. The environmental quality of the city has been enhanced through initia-

tives such as tree planting and park construction. The Dongguan Wetland Park is one  
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of the representatives. The Dongguan Wetland Park has a strong sense of environ-

mental protection and has adopted a series of protective measures. Firstly, it has 

strengthened the environmental protection education for visitors and raised their 

awareness of ecological protection. Secondly, the protection of the wetland ecosystem 

has been strengthened to maintain and improve the wetland ecological environment. 

In addition, the protection of wildlife has been strengthened, and illegal hunting and 

picking are prohibited, providing a good living environment for wildlife. Dongguan 

Wetland Park not only has a beautiful natural landscape, but also has a long history 

and culture. 

The development of digital technology has provided more people with access to a 

wider range of cultures. Since the increase in diversity has been one of the main posi-

tive impacts associated with digital technology [1], the sharing of diverse content on 

social media platforms has been an advantage that has attracted many audiences. In 

recent years, differently positioned, and content-rich social platforms have gradually 

become the main way for audiences to consume their fragmented time, as well as an 

effective way to gain economic benefits. This work is produced in the form of a short 

documentary, and is planned to be placed in a number of short video new media plat-

forms at a later stage. Through the short video platform, the ecotourism and cultural 

construction of Dongguan will be spread to a certain extent. Green Dongguan is a short 

documentary about the environmental construction of Dongguan. By telling the 

achievements of Dongguan in environmental protection and green development, this 

film shows a beautiful picture of harmonious coexistence between human and nature. 

Dongguan Wetland Park is not only a treasure trove of natural ecology, but also a 

showcase of humanistic ecology. This film will focus on the humanistic landscape and 

citizen's life in Dongguan Wetland Park, showing the city's achievements in the con-

struction of ecological civilization. This project aims to show the ecological environ-

ment of the wetland park, its biodiversity and the value of its application in human life 

through the filming of the documentary. Through this project, this design hopes to raise 

people's awareness of the wetland park and its protection, and at the same time explore 

the combination of film and television production and wetland research[2]. This film 

aims to comprehensively show Dongguan's efforts and achievements in environmental 

protection and ecological construction through in-depth on-site filming and elaborate 

post-production. Through the lens, this work will capture Dongguan's cityscape, natu-

ral landscape, humanistic flavor, as well as the citizens' desire and pursuit of green 

life[3]. 

2 Design Analysis 

2.1 Theme of the Work 

The main body of this design is centered on the concept of Green Dongguan, from 

industrial pollution in Dongguan to the ecological construction of Dongguan, and is 

expressed by the main object of the wetland park, which is centered on the ecology, 

culture and community life of Dongguan Wetland Park, which, as a green oasis in the 

city, possesses rich biodiversity and unique natural landscape. This work will show the 

Green Dongguan Short Documentary Shooting and Production             231



natural beauty of the wetland park through the lens of the morning mist, the lake under 

the sunset, the flocks of birds and so on, which can let the audience feel the harmony 

and tranquility of nature. Showing the Wetland Park as a popular place for citizens' 

leisure and people's activities in this place for a day, it allows viewers to have a deeper 

understanding of the multiple values of the Dongguan Wetland Park, and inspires 

people to pay attention and take action for its protection and sustainable development. 

2.2 Selection of Subjects 

Dongguan Wetland Park, as a green clean land in the city, carries the mission of eco-

logical protection and nature education. This documentary film captures the unique 

charm of the wetland park through the lens, showing its ecological diversity, human-

istic landscape and the moving moments of people's activities in the park[4]. Against 

this background, this work digs deep into the natural beauty and humanistic feelings of 

the wetland park, hoping to raise the public's awareness of wetland ecology protection 

through the power of images[5]. This film adopts the visual style of natural documen-

tary, focusing on realistically and vividly showing the original ecological landscape of 

the wetland park. Photographically, it uses various means such as drone aerial pho-

tography and stabilizer follow-up photography to capture the spectacular scenery and 

vivid details of the wetland park[6]. 

2.3 Expression 

Adopting the expression form of documentary, a variety of lens types can be used, such 

as pushing lens, pulling lens, shaking lens, moving lens, etc., to capture the natural 

scenery, ecological details and humanistic flavor of the wetland park, and the picture 

composition: focus on the balance of the picture, the sense of contrast and hierarchy, 

and show the harmony and beauty of the wetland park through careful composition[7]. 

When shooting the natural landscape, aerial photography and close-ups are adopted to 

show the magnificent scenery of the wetland and the unique charm of the living crea-

tures. For the humanistic elements, follow-up shots and interviews are taken to truly 

record the moments and stories of human-nature interactions[8]. 

2.4 Audio-visual Analysis of Short Documentary 

Adopting the visual style of natural documentary, focusing on real and vividly showing 

the original ecological landscape of the wetland park. In terms of photography, it 

utilizes various means such as drone aerial photography and follow-up photography to 

capture the spectacular scenery and vivid details of the Wetland Park from various 

perspectives. At the same time, it focuses on the use of light and shadow to create a 

warm and harmonious visual atmosphere. In addition, the documentary also combines 

the humanistic landscapes in the wetland park, such as observation decks and walk-

ways, to show the beautiful picture of harmonious coexistence between human and 

nature. 
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This design utilizes different camera languages to show the natural scenery and 

humanistic landscape of Dongguan Lixiang Wetland Park. High-altitude aerial shots 

allow the audience to overlook the entire wetland park and feel its vastness and gran-

deur; ground followers allow the audience to experience the ecological environment of 

the wetland park in an immersive environment; and close-up shots allow the audience 

to understand the ecological characteristics and habits of plants and animals[9]. 

Apart from visual elements, auditory elements are also an important part of the 

documentary[10]. When filming the Dongguan Wetland Park, the sound elements of 

the wetland, such as birdsong, insects, and the sound of water flow, were captured to 

show the vividness and vitality of the wetland. At the same time, combined with 

background music and narration, it presents a more infectious audio-visual feast for the 

audience. In terms of sound effects, natural sounds recorded on site are used to make 

the audience feel as if they are in the wetland park. The soundtrack is composed of 

relaxing and soothing music, which complements the theme and visual style of the film 

and enhances the audience's viewing experience[11]. The film adopts a linear narrative 

approach, using time as the axis to tell the story of the wetland park. Through the 

rhythmic arrangement of fast and slow combination, the audience can enjoy the beau-

tiful scenery while feeling the ecological rhythm and humanistic atmosphere of the 

wetland park[12]. 

3 Design Implementation 

3.1 Shooting Process Plan 

This film centers around the development of ecological civilization in Dongguan 

Wetland Park. In the pre-preparation stage, this work will carry out a detailed site 

survey of Dongguan Wetland Park, and select representative attractions and ecological 

areas as the filming sites to ensure that the ecological characteristics and humanistic 

style of the wetland park can be better demonstrated. It also prepares for the mid-term 

shooting. 

3.2 Script Creation 

The script of this film centers on many aspects of Green Dongguan, including urban 

development and ecological construction, natural ecology and biodiversity, public 

participation and education, cultural and historical heritage, and sustainable develop-

ment practices. Each part shows the unique charm of Dongguan Wetland Park to the 

audience through carefully designed camera language and narrative structure[13]. At 

the same time, the script creation also focuses on emotional rendering and storytelling, 

allowing the audience to understand the importance of wetlands and wetland parks 

more deeply through vivid scene depictions. As shown in Figure 1. 
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Fig. 1. Shooting script 

3.3 Conceptualization and Creation of Sub-shots 

Through the design of the script for the creation of sub-shot conception, the following 

is a panoramic view of the wetland park and the park environment and human activities 

and other preconceived images, as shown in Figure 2. 

 

 

Fig. 2. key sub-shots 

3.4 Shooting Lens Design 

To create a short documentary, according to the pre-conceived ideas and the overall 

framework structure of the shooting of the required images, and at the same time refer 

to some of the same type of humanities documentaries, learn the rhythm and compo-

sition of the images, and apply them to their own images, the following are some of the 

shooting images. 
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Using aerial photography to show the panoramic view of the wetland park, shooting 

the overall layout and geographical environment of the wetland park, showing its 

unique natural features and ecological characteristics. As shown in Figure 3. Photo-

graphing Wetland Vegetation focuses on the various types of vegetation found in 

wetland parks and demonstrates their role and importance in the wetland ecosystem. As 

shown in Figure 4. 

 

Fig. 3. Extreme long shot of park 

 

Fig. 4. Close-up shot of park plant 

Photograph people moving around the park to show how the wetland park is a great 

place for people to recreate. As shown in Figure 5. Time-lapse photography was uti-

lized to capture the effect of the city's cars coming and going and the passage of time. 

As shown in Figure 6. 

 

Fig. 5. Peole in the park 
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Fig. 6. Street of Dongguan 

3.5 Post-editing 

Organize all the filmed materials into categories according to different themes or 

scenes. For example, it can be categorized into wetland landscape, animal and plant 

ecology, tourists' activities and so on. This will help to quickly find the required ma-

terials when editing, and choose suitable background music and sound effects. Music 

can enhance the infectiousness of the picture, while sound effects can enhance the 

immersion of the audience. Use soft music to show the tranquility and beauty of the 

wetland, and use some special effects and color grading techniques to enhance the 

visual effect of the picture. Use slow motion to show the dynamic beauty of the wet-

land. 

3.6 Picture Show 

In the finished short documentary, show the natural scenery of the wetland park 

through aerial photography, and show the function of the wetland park as a place of 

leisure and recreation for the public. As shown in Figures 7. 

 

Fig. 7. Picture of Green Dongguan 

4 Conclusion 

This short film takes Dongguan Wetland Park as the main object of filming. During the 

production, the team has examined Dongguan's urban ecological environment in many 

aspects, and this short film focuses on showing the ecological environment of the park, 

including various birds, aquatic plants, insects, and so on. Through the lens, the audi-

ence can feel the magic and beauty of nature. In addition to the natural ecology, 

Dongguan Wetland Park is also a good place for local residents to enjoy leisure and 
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recreation. Short films can record people's daily life in the park, such as morning ex-

ercise, picnic, parent-child activities, etc., showing the beautiful picture of man and 

nature living in harmony. Use various photographic techniques, such as slow motion 

and time-lapse photography, to show some special scenes in the park, such as the 

sunrise and sunset, the change of light and shadow on the water surface, and the flight 

of birds. Try to combine some scenes in the park with the story of the characters to tell 

a story about man and nature, environmental protection, and harmonious coexistence 

through the short film to increase the fun and viewability of the short film. 

This work adopts the integration of environmental protection theme, the short film 

highlights the theme of environmental protection and calls on everyone to care for the 

environment and protect the ecology. Through interviews with local residents and other 

means, it learns about the changes of the park era and conveys the importance of the 

wetland park and the significance of protecting the wetland and cherishing the ecology. 

In addition to the video itself, the short film can be combined with other media forms, 

such as graphics and audio, to form a cross-media communication method and expand 

the dissemination scope and influence of the short film. 
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