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Abstract. This paper elaborates about the enhancing of lipid content and biomass 
productivity of the three types of microalgae. The aim of this study is to deter-
mine the effect of EMS (ethyl methanesulfonate) mutagen and UV-C on micro-
algae Spirulina sp., Dunaliella sp., and Nitzschia sp., and comparing their bio-
mass and lipid productivity. Both treatments by EMS mutated microalgae and 
UV-C light were applied to both wild-type and mutated microalgae. The cultiva-
tion was carried out for 7 days in a photobioreactor with a capacity of 8 l. The 
treatment for mutated microalgae was carried out by adding 0.5 M EMS and UV-
C irradiation for 3 minutes. Cell density was calculated from day 1 to 7 on each 
type of microalgae using a haemocytometer. The results showed that mutagens 
cause an increase in cell density in Dunaliella sp. up to 5.7% and 6.5%. increase 
in biomass. In Nitzschia sp. there was also an increase in cell density up to 16.5% 
and an increase in biomass of 25.3% from the wild type, however, there was a 
decrease in cell density and biomass productivity in Spirulina sp. Mutagens also 
affects the lipid content of microalgae because it has a significant effect on in-
creasing the lipid content of mutated microalgae by 1.93-fold in Spirulina sp., 
0.08-fold in Dunaliella sp., and 0.44-fold in Nitzschia sp. 

Keywords:  Microalgae, Lipid content, EMS Mutagen, Biomass productivity, 
Photobioreactor, Cell density 

1 Introduction 

The increase in population and the rapid development of technology in the economic 
and industrial sectors leads to increasing of energy demand. However, the availability 
of traditional energy sources is increasingly limited. Therefore, a development of alter-
native renewable fuel sources is urgently needed to overcome the decreasing availabil-
ity of fossil fuel energy. Many studies have been carried out to overcome the problem 
of energy demand, one of which is the research by (Ang et al., 2022) to learn about the 
existing renewable energy technologies, including solar, hydro, wind, bio, geothermal, 
and hydrogen energy. Meanwhile, research by (Shuba & Kifle, 2018) outlines the po-
tential of microalgae for biofuel production and its practical applications. Additionally, 
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research by (Zhang et al., 2022) determines the use of microalgae as a source of biofuel 
by extracting the lipid content of microalgae. 

Microalgae are photosynthetic microorganisms that have a very high growth rate of 
up to 7–31 times faster than conventional crops such as soybean and rapeseed. The oil 
productivity of microalgae is much higher than that of palm oil with the same land area 
(Udayan et al., 2022). The total lipid content of microalgae varies from 1–70% of dry 
weight and depending on each microalgae species, microalgae growth rate, and culture 
conditions (Kumar et al., 2021). Due to the diversity of microalgae species, the fatty 
acid content in microalgae also varies. High productivity aligned with high lipid and 
fatty acid content makes microalgae a very potential for making biodiesel. In fact, 
growth enhancement techniques or genetic modification could increase its potential as 
a renewable energy source in the future (Khan et al., 2018). 

With the low lipid productivity of some microalgae, an effort is needed to increase 
the lipid content of microalgae so that they can be utilized for making biodiesel. Re-
search on increasing microalgae biomass and lipids is still limited, particularly the re-
search on increasing the biomass and the lipids with a new method, that is mutagenesis 
(Trovão et al., 2022). 

Soedarmodjo et al. (2021) investigated Botryococcus braunii and mutated it with 
UV-C light, and it was found that the combination of urea 136.3 mg/l and TSP 50 mg/l 
nutrients could reduce biomass productivity but it increased lipid levels up to 55.11% 
for mutated microalgae. Research using Chlorella vulgaris was conducted by Sarayloo 
et al. (2018) with EMS mutation and UV light resulted in an increase in biomass 
productivity by 35%, an increase in lipid content by 67%. 

Theoretically, the cell density in the microalgae remained almost constant or de-
creased for some time and then increased again when the UV-C mutagen was added. 
This suggests a significant trend toward increased growth (Soedarmodjo et al., 2021). 
In addition to direct damage to the photosynthetic system, UV-C slowly damages the 
cell membrane. The addition of UV-C causes microalgae to produce pyrimidine dimers 
that inhibit the transcription of psbA and cpc. It induces intracellular and extracellular 
microcystin degradation, increases sedimentation rate of microalgal cells, and increases 
reactive oxygen species (ROS) and indirect oxidative damage. However, most DNA 
damage is repaired within three days (Li et al., 2020). Through the addition of mutagen, 
the mutated cells were smaller, which may have contributed to the significant reduction 
in biomass. This is probably due to the random mutagenesis techniques used, which 
cause physiological and morphological changes in the mutated microalgae (Carino & 
Vital, 2023). 

To date, there is limited information on increasing biomass and lipids of some certain 
microalgae using combined EMS and UV-C. Therefore, there is a need for investigation 
for enhancing the biomass and the lipid content for various species of microalgae This 
study aims to investigate the lipid content and biomass productivity enhancement for 
three locally available microalgae species: Spirulina sp., Dunaliella sp., and Nitzschia 
sp. The microalgae underwent treatment with combined EMS and UV radiation and 
were subsequently evaluated based on cell density, lipid content, and biomass produc-
tivity in grams per liter of culture. This comparison was conducted for both wild-type 
and mutated strains of each microalgae species. 
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2 Methodology 

2.1 Research Procedures 

Cultivation of wild-type microalgae. The gas flow from the CO2 gas tube and the air 
pump were assembled as shown in Fig. 1. The mixed CO2-air was fed to the photobio-
reactor through the mixing point and was measured with the flowmeter. The CO2 gas 
flow rate was set at 0.5 l/min for the CO2 concentration of 3%. The photobioreactor 
was filled with microalgae culture and seawater at a ratio of 1:3 with 136.3 mg/l urea 
and 50 mg/l TSP (Soedarmodjo et al., 2021) for 8 liters of culture. The tube light lamp 
of UV-C was used with an intensity of 5,000 lux. 
 
Cultivation of mutated microalgae. The microalgae mutation process was carried out 
with addition of 0.5 M EMS (Augustine, 2016) and UV-C light for 3 minutes (Beacham 
et al., 2015). The culturing process was carried out until day 7 with the same culture 
conditions as the wild-type microalgae culture. The cell density was measured daily. 
 

 
Fig. 1. Experimental Setup. Where; (A) CO2 gas tube, (B) Air blower, (C) Gas mixing point, (D) 
Valve, (E) Gas flowmeter, (F) Tube Light lamp, (G) Photobioreactor, (H) Stone aerator, (I) Out-
put gas. 
 
Harvesting of microalgae. Microalgae harvesting occurred on day 7, involving the 
addition of 150 mg/l flocculant, Al2(SO4)3 (Hidayati et al., 2015), followed by a settling 
period of 1 hour. Subsequently, microalgae separation from the medium was achieved 
by filtration using a 60–70 mesh satin fabric. The resulting microalgae paste was 
washed with seawater to eliminate any remaining flocculant residue, as depicted in Fig. 
2. 
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Fig. 2. (a) the harvested microalgae, (b) Microalgae biomass in the form of paste. 

 
The Microalgae Biomass Extraction. The microalgae paste was dried using an oven 
at 60°C for 2 hours before extracting. Dried microalgae was shown in Fig. 3. The ex-
traction was carried out as shown in Fig. 4 using a soxhlet apparatus with 80 ml of n-
hexane as a solvent, at a temperature of 70°C for 5,5 hours. The dried microalgae was 
placed in a fixed porous bag, and the solvent was passed through the dry microalgae. 
When the extraction process was ended, then the distillation was carried out for 3 hours 
at 80°C to separate the n-hexane solvent from the lipids. 
 

 
Fig. 3. Microalgae Biomass. 

 

 
Fig. 4. (a) Soxlet Extraction process, (b) Distillation for separation of solvent and lipids. 
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2.2 Analysis 

The Cell Density Measurement. The analysis aimed to monitor microalgae growth by 
measuring cell density. This is aimed to determine the increase in the number of cells 
every day from day 1 to 7 at 13.00 using a hemocytometer with improved neubauer 
with the size of 7.5 x 3.5 cm. The sample of microalgae was taken by a dropper pipette, 
then the sample was placed on the haemocytometer for 2 drops. Then, it was covered 
with a cover glass. The observation was carried out using a binocular microscope XSZ 
with 400 times magnification. Calculation of microalgae cell density was performed 
using the Eq.1 (Karlson et al., 2010).: 
 

Total cell = The number of cell
Number of squares counted on a haemocytometer

×104cells/ml         (1) 
 
Microalgal Biomass Yield Calculation. The microalgae biomass paste was dried and 
then was cooled in a desiccator before weighing it using digital balance. The biomass 
weight was calculated using the Eq. 2: 
 

A = W1 – W0             (2) 
 

Where, A is the weight of biomass, W1 is the weight of biomass + flask weight, and W0 

is flask weight. 
 
Calculation of Microalgae Lipid Content. The weight of microalgal lipid obtained 
from the extraction and distillation was determined using an analytical balance. Then, 
the calculation was carried out using the Bethien-Diemar method (1963) (Endrawati et 
al., 2012) to determine the lipid content (%) in the biomass, as follow: 
 

  % 𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿𝐿 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶 =  (𝐴𝐴−𝐵𝐵)
𝐶𝐶

× 100         (3) 
 

Where, A is flask weight + lipid weight after extraction (g), B is flask weight before 
extraction (g), and C is the weight of dry microalgae (g). 

3 Results and Discussion 

3.1 The Cell Density of Spirulina sp. 

Fig. 5 shows the comparison of the culture, both wild type and mutated Spirulina sp. 
on day 2 and 7. On day 2, it can be seen that the microalgae in the photobioreactor was 
light green and then it turned to dark green on day 7. This color change reflect due the 
growth process of Spirulina sp. where the cell density is much higher on day 7. The cell 
growth of the Spirulina sp. was monitored. As shown in Fig. 6., the cell density on day 
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7 is much higher than that of in day 2. This indicates that the growth is taking place 
from day 2 and is also confirmed with Fig. 5 and 6. 
 

 
Fig. 5. The comparison of Spirulina sp. culture in different days: (a) wild type on day 2, (b) wild 
type on day 7, (c) mutated on day 2, and (d) mutated type on day 7. 
 

 
Fig. 6. Spirulina sp. cell density: (a) wild on day 2, (b) wild on day 7, (c) mutated on day 2, and 
(d) mutated on day 7. 
 
Fig. 7. shows the profile of Spirulina sp. in terms of cell density for both wild type and 
mutated treatments. Based on Fig. 7, it can be seen that the longer the duration of cul-
turing, the higher the cell density of wild-type and mutated microalgae on day 1-7. 
 

 
Fig. 7. Growth of wild type and mutated Spirulina sp. 
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The growth of Spirulina sp. was found to be aligned with the growth pattern of normal 
phytoplankton in general. On day 1, Spirulina sp. entered the lag phase, then the pho-
tosynthetic process took place, but not all Spirulina sp. cells experienced a significant 
increase in growth due to adaptation period to the new media and to the conditions of 
the water quality and the supply of nutrients to the culture, as well as adapting to its 
metabolism. An exponential phase occurred on day 2 until 7. This phase was showned 
by a rapid increase of the cell population up to several fold (Young et al., 2022). The-
refore, in this study, the microalgae culture was carried out until day 7 with the expec-
tation of obtaining the maximum number of microalgal cells. 
 In wild-type Spirulina sp. culture, the lag phase on day 1 had a cell number of 0.75 
x 104 cells/ml and entered the exponential phase on day 2 and 3 and it showed a steady 
increase in cell number on day 4 to 6, while the peak of the exponential phase occurred 
on day 7 with a cell density of 13.25 x 104 cells/ml. Meanwhile, for the culture of mu-
tated Spirulina sp., the lag phase on day 1 had a greater number compared to wild-type 
Spirulina sp. which was 1 x 104 cells/ml. The exponential phase occurred on day 2 to 
7. On day 7 the number of mutated Spirulina sp. cells reached 11.25 x 104 cells/ml. 
These results are consistent with the study conducted by Buwono & Nurhasanah (2018) 
on Spirulina sp. They cultured the microalgae until day 15, showing that days 1 and 2 
were an adaptation phase followed by an exponentiation phase. The density of Spirulina 
sp. increased from day 3 to day 7 in this phase. The cell density of Spirulina sp. was 
affected by adding EMS and UV-C. At the end of exponential phase on day 7, wild-
type Spirulina sp. had 0.18-fold higher cell density than mutated Spirulina sp. It is con-
cluded that addition of EMS and UV-C causes microalgae Spirulina sp. to undergo slow 
cell divisions in culture. Therefore, the cell density was not much higher compared to 
that of wild type Spirulina sp. This result is consistent with the research of Soedarmodjo 
et al. (2021) using Botryococcus braunii. In the thermo of cell density, it was found that 
the UV-C mutant microalgae had lower growth than the wild microalgae strains. 

3.2 The Cell Density of Dunaliella sp. 

Fig. 8. shows the difference in the color of the Dunaliella sp. on the photobioreactor. 
On day 2, the color of the culture looks much lighter. This is because it has just entered 
the exponential phase. While on day 7, the peak of the exponential phase was reached, 
which makes the culture color a little darker. However, when is is compared to Fig. 5., 
for Spirulina sp., the colour shows that Spirulina sp. has much darker green in compa-
rison to the Dunaliella sp. 
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Fig. 8. The comparison of Dunaliella sp. culture in different days: (a) wild type on day 2, (b) 
wild type on day 7, (c) mutated on day 2, and (d) mutated type on day 7. 
 
The profile of the cell density of Dunaliella sp. for both treatments, wild and mutation, 
is shown in Fig. 9. Based on the figure, it can be seen that the longer the day of culti-
vation, the higher the cell density of both the wild type and mutated microalgae on day 
1 to 7. 

 
Fig. 9. Growth of wild type and mutated Dunaliella sp. 

 
The growth is similar to the growth phase of Dunaliella sp. The microalgae has the 
adaptational and exponential phase in the culturing process. Harvesting of Dunaliella 
sp. was carried out during the exponential phase due to the máximum number of cells 
(Johan et al., 2020). On day 1, Dunaliella sp. underwent a lag phase and gave a cell 
number of 2.57 x 105 cells/ml. Then, the exponential phase on day 2 to 7 takes place 
normally in accordance with the growth pattern, where cell division takes place causing 
the increase of number of cells. On day 7 Dunaliella sp. wild type underwent peak 
population density of 5.25 x 105 cells/ml. In mutated Dunaliella sp., lag phase on day 
1 has a cell number of 2.15 x 105 cells/ml. This number is much less than the number 
of cells of Dunaliella sp. wild type. Exponential phase of mutated Dunaliella sp. took 
place on day 2 to day 7. Peak exponential phase in mutated Dunaliella sp. occurred on 
day 7 of the culturing process with a cell number of 5.55 x 105 cells/ml. The increase 
in cell density, in line with the research of Wungmool et al. (2019) using Dunaliella sp. 
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They reported that the cell density of Dunaliella sp. continued to increase from day 8 
to day 9. 
 The addition of combined EMS and UV-C gives a positive effect on mutated Du-
naliella sp. The cell density of 0.057-fold higher than the wild-type Dunaliella sp was 
shown. This is in line with research by Sarayloo et al. (2018) using Chlorella vulgaris 
which gave an increase in cell density due to the mutation process with EMS & UV-C. 
It was found that in the wild type Chlorella vulgaris the cell density was 3.94 x 107 
cells/ml while in the UV715–EMS25 mutant type was 5.31 x 107 cells/ml. 

3.3 The Cell Density of Nitzschia sp. 

The difference in color of the Nitzschia sp. culture in the photobioreactor on days 2 and 
7 is shown in Fig. 10. On day 2, the color of the culture looks more clear because it has 
just entered the exponential phase. On day 7, the exponential phase has peaked, making 
the color of the culture darker. 

 
Fig. 10. The comparison of Nitzschia sp. culture in different days: (a) wild type on day 2, (b) 
wild type on day 7, (c) mutated on day 2, and (d) mutated type on day 7. 
 
Fig. 11. shows the profile of Nitzschia sp. cell density for both treatments wild type and 
mutation. Based on Fig. 11., it can be seen that the longer the days of culturing, the 
higher the cell density of wild-type and mutated microalgae on day 1 to 7. 
 

 
Fig. 11. Growth of wild type and mutated Nitzschia sp. 
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This is aligned with the growth phase of Nitzschia sp. Wild-type Nitzschia sp. had a 
cell count of 4.2 x 105 cells/ml in the lag phase, while the exponential phase occurred 
on day 2 where the number of cells increased significantly and continued until day 
7.  Day 7 was the peak of wild-type Nitzschia sp. cell density of 11.775 x 105 cells/ml 
and was the right time for the harvesting process. Mutated Nitzschia sp. has a cell num-
ber of 8.3 x 105 cells/ml in the lag phase and exponential phase has the amount of 
growth and cell division that increases gradually from day 2 to 7 and the peak cell 
density of mutated Nitzschia sp. occurs on day 7 which is 13.725 x 105 cells/ml. The 
increase in cell density is in accordance with research by Singh et al. (2023) using Ni-
tzschia sp., an increase was found in cell density from day 1 to 14. 
 In the lag phase, mutated Nitzschia sp. experienced an increase in the number of cells 
0.98-fold more when compared to wild-type Nitzschia sp. The addition of EMS & UV-
C light makes Nitzschia sp. able to adapt to environmental conditions and cells have 
been mutated can experience rapid cell division, where the number of mutated Nitzschia 
sp. cells on day 7 increased 0.165-fold higher than the wild type Nitzschia sp. This is 
because Nitzschia sp. is a type of microalgae that can adapt well and even still live in 
polluted environmental conditions (Garali et al., 2021). 

3.4 Cell density comparison of the three species of microalgae 

Fig. 12. shows a comparison of cell density of 3 types of wild-type microalgae. Fig. 12. 
shows that for each type of wild-type microalgae, the longer the number of days of 
cultivation, the higher the cell density of the microalgae. 
 

 
Fig. 12. Cell density comparison of 3 wild-type microalgae (Spirulina sp., Dunaliella sp., Nitzs-
chia sp.). 
On day 1 to 7, the number of cells from 3 types of wild-type microalgae increased and 
was in the exponential phase. The culture is not yet entering the stationary phase and 
death phase. However, when a comparison is made of the 3 types of wild-type 
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microalgae, it was found that the microalgae with the highest cell density on day 7 is 
Nitzschia sp. with a cell number of 117.75 x 105 cells/ml, while for Dunaliella sp. is 
only 5.25 x 105 cells/ml. The lowest cell density was Spirulina sp. which was 1.325 x 
105 cells/ml. 
 

 
Fig. 13. Cell density of the three mutated microalgae (Spirulina sp., Dunaliella sp., Nitzschia 
sp.). 
Fig. 13. shows the cell density of the three microalgae types in the mutated treatment 
compared. From the Fig. 13., it can be seen that the number of cells of each type of 
microalgae increased. The highest cell density in mutated microalgae was found in Ni-
tzschia sp. with a total cell density on day 7 of 13.725 x 105 cells/ml, followed by Du-
naliella sp. with a total cell density of 5.55 x 105 cells/ml, and the lowest was Spirulina 
sp. with 1.125 x 105 cells/ml. 
 Table 1 shows the growth rate equation by regression analysis of Spirulina sp., Du-
naliella sp. and Nitzschia sp. microalgae for 7 days in wild and mutated type. 

Table 1. Microalgae growth rate equation. 

Microalgae Cell Growth Rate 

Spirulina sp. wild type y = 18,036x - 25,357 
   Spirulina sp. mutated type y =15,714x - 18,214 
   Dunaliella sp. wild type y = 47,946x + 173,571 
   Dunaliella sp. mutated type y = 55714x + 133929 
   Nitzschia sp. wild type y = 129821x + 299643 
   Nitzschia sp. mutated type y = 86786x + 710714 
     

As can be seen from the Table 1, compared to the mutant type, the wild-type Spirulina 
sp. and Nitzschia sp. had higher cell growth. Meanwhile, for Dunaliella sp, the highest 
cell growth belongs to mutation type. When a comparison is made for the three types 
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of microalgae, it is known that the lowest growth rate belongs to Spirulina sp. mutated-
type. Using linear regression to determine the relationship between growth rate and 
days cultured of y = 15714x - 18214. Meanwhile, the highest growth rate is owned by 
wild-type Nitzschia sp. The wild-type of Nitzschia sp. has a linear regression relations-
hip between the growth rate and the length of cultivation, which is y = 129821x + 
299643. Research by Prasetyo et al. (2022) used regression analysis to determine the 
relationship between the growth rate of the microalgae C. calcitrans and different light 
intensities. The regression results showed y = 0.015x + 14.832 and the value of r = 
0.989. 
 In this research, wild type and mutated Nitzschia sp. were the microalgae with the 
highest cell density. The increase in cell density is due to the amount of nutrients used 
by Nitzschia sp. to carry out the growth and reproduction process. However, although 
Nitzschia sp has higher cell density, in terms of the biomass production, Nitzschia sp. 
gives lowest production. This may be related to the size of cells. 

3.5 Microalgae biomass productivity 

Fig. 14. shows the dry weight gain for each type of wild-type and mutated microalgae 
Spirulina sp., Dunaliella sp., and Nitzschia sp. Microalgae culturing was carried out on 
an 8l basis in a photobioreactor and they were harvested on day 7. 
 

 
Fig. 14. Dry weight of each type of microalgae. 

From Fig. 14. it can be seen that for each type of microalgae there is an increase and 
decrease in biomass in different types of microalgae due to the mutation process. 
 The biomass of the mutated Spirulina sp. was 6.441 g per 8 l culture or 0.805 g/l, 
while the wild type Spirulina sp. had a 64.72% higher biomass when compared to the 
mutated Spirulina sp. of 10,604 g per 8 l or 1.326 g/l. In Dunaliella sp. the addition of 
EMS and UV-C has little effect of biomass productivity, where mutated Dunaliella sp. 
had a 6.57% higher biomass of 4.673 per 8 l culture or 0.584 g/l when compared to the 
biomass of wild-type Dunaliella sp. which is only 4.385 g per 8 l or  0.548 g/l. Nitzschia 
sp. is the microalgae with the lowest total biomass. The application of EMS and UV-C 
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before the culturing process was much more influential when compared to the other 2 
types of microalgae. The biomass obtained for wild-type Nitzschia sp. was 3.213 g per 
8 l or 0.402 g/l and mutated Nitzschia sp. produced a higher biomass of 25.12% which 
was 4.026 g per 8 l or 0.503 g/l. Although Nitzschia sp. has the highest cell density, 
after drying the Nitzschia sp. paste, it was found that the biomass productivity of Nitzs-
chia sp. was the lowest in each type, wild type and mutated. This is due to the size of 
Nitzschia sp. which is the smallest in comparison to the other 2 microalgae, which is 3 
micrometers wide range (Bowers et al., 2018). 
 Research by Beacham et al. (2015) with mutated Nannochloropsis salina using EMS 
and UV, it was found that the addition of these mutagens to Nannochloropsis salina 
made a decrease in growth rates so that the dry weight obtained was less than the culture 
without mutagen application. The research was done by Sarayloo et al. (2018) using 
Chlorella vulgaris microalgae which was then compared to wild-type and mutated mi-
croalgae on dry weight gain and lipid content levels. In this study, it was found that the 
addition of UV715–EMS25 mutagen greatly influenced the acquisition of dry weight, 
where the dry weight content of wild-type microalgae was 0.96 g/l and increased by 
35.4% for the dry weight of mutated Chlorella vulgaris, which was 1.3 g/l. Based on 
previous research, it can be concluded that the addition of EMS and UV-C has a diffe-
rent effect on biomass in each type of microalgae cultured, the final results obtained 
can be lower or higher when compared to wild type microalgae. 

3.6 Lipid productivity of microalgae 

Fig. 15. shows the percentage of lipid content in each type of microalgae. It can be seen 
that each type of microalgae shows an increase in lipid content due to treatment with 
EMS and UV-C mutagens. On the percentage of lipid content in the biomass, the mu-
tated Spirulina sp. shows increase in the lipid content by 1.93-fold compared to that of 
the wild type. Spirulina sp. was found to have the highest percentage of increase due to 
the EMS and UV-C mutation process compared to other types of microalgae, Nitzschia 
sp. which only increased the percentage of lipid content 0.44-fold and Dunaliella sp. 
which increased 0.08-fold when compared to the wild type. 
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Fig. 15. Lipid content of each type of microalgae. 

 
 In previous studies, microalgae with the highest lipid content of 10–67% were found 
in Chlorella, Dunaliella, and Scenedesmus microalgae (Morales et al., 2021; Udayan 
et al., 2022). Saputro et al. (2019) said that microalgae lipid content usually reaches 
1.9–40% of cell dry weight and can reach 80% under certain conditions. In this study, 
the highest lipid content is found in the Nitzschia sp., that is 94.39% due to the addition 
of EMS and UV-C. 
 The increase in lipid levels in mutated microalgae is in accordance with previous 
research. Research done by Sarayloo et al. (2018) using Chlorella vulgaris which was 
mutated using EMS and UV-C. In this study, an increase in lipid levels of 67% was 
obtained, lipid levels in wild-type by 25% and in the mutated type by 42%. Increased 
lipid content due to the addition of EMS and UV-C will cause microalgae to become 
stressed. Stress is caused by microalgae being in a toxic environment, which shifts the 
carbon flux and changes the lipid biosynthesis pathway towards the formation and ac-
cumulation of neutral lipids in the form of TAG and causes microalgae to survive in 
adverse conditions and leads to an increase in lipid production in microalgae (Babu et 
al., 2022). 

4 Conclusion 

The amount of biomass of mutated microalgae in Spirulina sp., Dunaliella sp., Nitzs-
chia sp. are 0.805 g/l, 0.584 g/l, 0.503 g/l, respectively. There is an increase in biomass 
of Dunaliella sp. and Nitzschia sp., but on the other hand, there is a decrease in biomass 
of Spirulina sp. compared to the wild type. Meanwhile, there is an increase in lipid 
content in the biomass of each type of microalgae with the addition of EMS & UV-C. 
The amount of lipid content in the biomass of mutated microalgae in Spirulina sp., 
Dunaliella sp., and Nitzschia sp. are 46.68%, 64.20%, and 94.39%, respectively. So, 
the highest biomass was obtained in Nitzschia sp. and increased by 25.3% in 
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comparison to wild-type. The highest percentage of increase in lipid content was obtai-
ned in Spirulina sp. that is an increase of 1.93-fold. 

 
Acknowledgments. The authors would like to thank Ms. Teta Prasta as Head of the Laboratory 
of Industrial Chemical Engineering Technology, Politeknik Negeri Lampung, Bandar Lampung, 
Indonesia for her great help. 

References 

1. Ang, T. Z., Salem, M., Kamarol, M., Das, H. S., Nazari, M. A. and Prabaharan, N.: A com-
prehensive study of renewable energy sources: Classifications, challenges and suggestions. 
Energy Strategy Reviews 43 (2022) 

2. Augustine, D.: Pengembangan Mutagenesis Spesies Mikroalga Penghasil Biofuel dengan 
Metode EMS (Etil Metan Sulfonat). Institut Pertanian Bogor (2015) 

3. Babu, S. S., Gondi, R., Vincent, G. S., JohnSamuel, G. C. and Jeyakumar, R. B.: Microalgae 
Biomass and Lipids as Feedstock for Biofuels: Sustainable Biotechnology Strategies. Sus-
tainability 14(22), 1–31 (2022) 

4. Beacham, T. A., Macia, V. M., Rooks, P., White, D. A. and Ali, S. T.: Altered lipid accu-
mulation in Nannochloropsis salina CCAP849/3 following EMS and UV induced mutagen-
esis. Biotechnology Reports 7, 87–94 (2015) 

5. Bowers, H. A., et al.: Diversity and toxicity of Pseudo-nitzschia species in Monterey Bay: 
Perspectives from targeted and adaptive sampling.: Harmful Algae 78, 129–141 (2018) 

6. Buwono, N. R. and Nurhasanah, R. Q. Studi Pertumbuhan Populasi Spirulina Sp Pada Skala 
Kultur Yang Berbeda. Jurnal Ilmiah Perikanan Dan Kelautan 10(1), 26–33 (2018) 

7. Carino, J. D. G. and Vital, P. G.: Characterization of isolated UV-C-irradiated mutants of 
microalga Chlorella vulgaris for future biofuel application. Environment, Development and 
Sustainability 25, 1258–75 (2023) 

8. Endrawati, H., Manulang, C. and Widianingsih.: Densitas dan Kadar Total Lipid Mikroalga 
Spirulina platensis yang Dikultur pada Fotoperioda yang Berbeda. Buletin Oseanografi Ma-
rina 1(3), 33–38 (2012) 

9. Garali, S. M. B., et al.: Capacity of the potentially toxic diatoms Pseudo-nitzschia mannii 
and Pseudo-nitzschia hasleana to tolerate polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. Ecotoxicology 
and Environmental Safety 214 (2021) 

10. Hidayati, S., Nawansih, O. and Febiana, V.: Teknik Pemanenan Mikroalga Nannochloropsis 
sp. yang Dikultivasi Dalam Media Limbah Cair Karet Remah dengan Flokulan Alumunium 
Sulfat. Jurnal Teknologi Industri & Hasil Pertanian 20(2), 97–108 (2015) 

11. Johan, A. M. G. L., Maulana, I. T. and Alhakimi, T. A.: Kultur Dunaliella salina serta Po-
tensinya sebagai Sumber Bahan Baku Antibakteri Staphylococcus aureus. Prosiding Far-
masi 6(2), 191–6 (2022) 

12. Karlson, B., Cusack, C. and Bresnan, E.: Microscopic and molecular methods for quantita-
tive phytoplankton analysis (2010) 

13. Khan, M. I., Shin, J. H. and Kim, J. D.: The promising future of microalgae: Current status, 
challenges, and optimization of a sustainable and renewable industry for biofuels, feed, and 
other products. Microbial Cell Factories 17, 1–21 (2018) 

14. Kumar, V., Sharma, N., Jaiswal, K. K., Vlaskin, M. S., Nanda, M., Tripathi, M. K. and 
Kumar, S.: Microalgae with a truncated light-harvesting antenna to maximize photosynthetic 
efficiency and biomass productivity: Recent advances and current challenges. Process Bio-
chemistry 104, 83–91 (2021) 

Optimizing Lipid Content and Biomass Production with Combined EMS             403



15. Li, S., Dao, G. H., Tao, Y., Zhou, J., Jiang, H. S., Xue, Y. M., Yu, W. W., Yong, X. L. and 
Hu, H. Y.: The growth suppression effects of UV-C irradiation on Microcystis aeruginosa 
and Chlorella vulgaris under solo-culture and co-culture conditions in reclaimed water. Sci-
ence of the Total Environment 713 (2020) 

16. Morales, M., Aflalo, C. and Bernard, O.: Microalgal lipids: A review of lipids potential and 
quantification for 95 phytoplankton species. Biomass and Bioenergy 150, 106–8 (2021) 

17. Prasetyo, L. D., Supriyantini, E. and Sedjatin.: Pertumbuhan Mikroalga Chaetoceros 
calcitrans Pada Kultivasi Dengan Intensitas Cahaya Berbeda. Buletin Oseanografi Marina 
11(1), 59–70 (2022) 

18. Saputro, T. B., Purwani, K. I., Ermavitalini, D. and Saifulloh, A. F.: Isolation of high lipid 
content microalgae from wonorejo river, Surabaya, Indonesia and its identification using 
rbcL marker gene. Biodiversitas 20(5), 1380–88 (2019) 

19. Sarayloo, E., Simsek, S., Unlu, Y. S., Cevahir, G., Erkey, C. and Kavakli, I. H.: Enhance-
ment of the lipid productivity and fatty acid methyl ester profile of Chlorella vulgaris by two 
rounds of mutagenesis. Bioresource Technology 250, 764–9 (2018) 

20. Shuba, E. S. and Kifle, D.: Microalgae to biofuels: ‘Promising’ alternative and renewable 
energy, review. Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews 81, 743–755 (2018) 

21. Singh, P. K., Saxena, A., Tyagi, R., Sindhu, R., Binod, P. and Tiwari, A.: Biomass valoriza-
tion of agriculture wastewater grown freshwater diatom Nitzschia sp. for metabolites, anti-
bacterial activity, and biofertilizer. Bioresource Technology 377 (2023) 

22. Soedarmodjo, T. P., Aparamarta, H. W. and Widjaja, A.: The Effect of Nutrients Mixture 
on The Biomass and Lipid Production from Microalgae Botryococcus braunii Mutated by 
UV-C Rays. Jurnal Rekayasa Proses 15(2), 182–193 (2021) 

23. Trovão, M., Schüler, L. M., Machado, A., Bombo, G., Navalho, S., Barros, A., Pereira, H., 
Silva, J., Freitas, F. and Varela, J.: Random Mutagenesis as a Promising Tool for Microalgal 
Strain Improvement towards Industrial Production. Marine Drugs 20(7), 1–25 (2022) 

24. Udayan, A., Pandey, A. K., Sirohi, R., Sreekumar, N., Sang, B. I., Sim, S. J., Kim, S. H. and 
Pandey, A.: Production of microalgae with high lipid content and their potential as sources 
of nutraceuticals. Phytochemistry Reviews 22(4), 833–860 (2022) 

25. Wungmool, P., Rangsi, N., Hormwantha, T., Sutthiopad, M. and Luengviriya, C.: Measure-
ment of the cell density of microalgae by an optical method. Journal of Physics: Conference 
Series 1298(1), 012005 (2019) 

26. Young, E. B., Reed, L. and Berges, J. A.: Growth parameters and responses of green algae 
across a gradient of phototrophic, mixotrophic and heterotrophic conditions. PeerJ 10 (2022) 

27. Zhang, S., Zhang, L., Xu, G., Li, F. and Li, X.: A review on biodiesel production from mi-
croalgae: Influencing parameters and recent advanced technologies. Frontiers in Microbiol-
ogy 13 (2022) 

 
 

 

404             E. Purba and K. N. Yobel



Open Access This chapter is licensed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/),
which permits any noncommercial use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any
medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source,
provide a link to the Creative Commons license and indicate if changes were made.

The images or other third party material in this chapter are included in the chapter’s Creative
Commons license, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not
included in the chapter’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by
statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder.

Optimizing Lipid Content and Biomass Production with Combined EMS             405


	Optimizing Lipid Content and Biomass Production with Combined EMS and UV-C Treatment on 3 Species of Microalgae



