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Abstract. Research focuses on the study of continuity, which is a part of a 
townscape theory in public open spaces and is an extension of previous research 
that examined the principles of townscape in urban public spaces. The study 
object chosen is the Tugu Gajah Roundabout in Bandar Lampung. The current 
use of the Tugu Gajah Roundabout as a public open space by closing one side 
of the road is not ideal for pedestrians because there is no clear separation 
between pedestrian and motor vehicles spaces, potentially endangering 
pedestrian safety. The goal of this research is to create design recommendations 
for pedestrian issues at this roundabout, so it could become a  more pedestrian-
friendly public open space. This is a qualitative descriptive study, and several 
urban design theories are utilized to derive development principles for the area, 
such as placemaking and townscape theories. This research provides an 
understanding of the principles of continuity for pedestrians in urban public 
spaces, which can serve as a design concept for the development of urban 
public spaces in Bandar Lampung, particularly in the Tugu Gajah Roundabout 
area. From the study, numerous Place indicators from Townscape theory have 
not been manifested in the area, it can be concluded that these indicators have 
not been achieved. Therefore, it is necessary to develop facilities and 
functions/activities around  this roundabout. 

Keywords: Continuity, Townscape theory, Tugu Gajah roundabout, Qualitative 
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1 Introduction 

The Gajah Roundabout area, also known as the Adipura Monument roundabout, 
which is the subject of research, has now become a public open space with an 
attraction in the form of the city icon of Bandar Lampung, namely the Adipura 
monument located in the city center, close to other city landmarks such as Gajah Park 
and Saburai Sports Complex. These elements are attractions for pedestrians and play a 
significant role for the city of Bandar Lampung, as it serves as the main venue for city 
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events that are expected to enhance the city's image. This important role must be 
supported by the realization of a successful public open space, and this is where the 
importance of this research lies, because the success of the city's public open space is 
inseparable from its physical quality and its relationship with humans as users of that 
space. There are several urban physical values that can influence the success/life of a 
public open space on the city's landmark. The physical arrangement can contribute to 
the liveliness of a public space visited by the community, in addition to the human 
aspect itself. One of the arts in managing the city's physical environment is through 
the concept of continuity from the Townscape theory (Cullen, 1971) which has been 
studied in previous research. In this phase, the researcher will analyze the design 
concept using the continuity concept in public open spaces, in order to provide an 
ideal design concept guide for the Gajah Roundabout. 

Regarding the research object, nowadays, the interest of the community and the 
city government of Bandar Lampung to visit and use the space around the Gajah 
Roundabout is increasing, as seen from the frequent use of the area for events and the 
closure of one of the roads at certain times to allow pedestrians to use it freely. 
Maybe, this happens because of this roundabout is the city’s landmark, but the 
physical setting of this roundabout is not designed for pedestrian uses. The goal of 
this research is to create design recommendations for pedestrian issues at this 
roundabout, so it could become a  more pedestrian-friendly public open space 

The increasing interest of local residents in visiting the Gajah Park area (which is 
located near the Gajah Roundabout) was a previous research issue that has already 
been studied, by evaluating the principles of place attachment that manifested the 
area, which is an indication of the success of the revitalization of the area. From 
previous research, it is known that place attachment has been established (especially 
in Gajah Park), making the community feel comfortable and attached to the area. 
Based on these research results, this further research is conducted to support the 
formation of place attachment in the Gajah Park and Gajah Roundabout areas as a 
whole, not just focusing on Gajah Park alone.  

2 Methodology 

Using qualitative descriptive research methods, urban design theory is used to 
evaluate the area, especially the urban landscape. Based on these theories, indicators 
were developed to analyze the territory to support the formation of a sense of 
attachment to place. The results of this analysis are then used as a basis for making 
recommendations for the development of the territory. This research provides an 
understanding of the principles of continuity for pedestrians in urban public spaces, 
which can serve as a design concept for the development of urban public spaces in 
Bandar Lampung, particularly in the Tugu Gajah Roundabout area. Additionally, a 
design simulation will be carried out in future research. 

218             M. M. Hizbullah Sesunan et al.



3 Results and Discussion 

Based on the results of the analysis, several issues were identified that need attention. 
They will be classified according to the place factors from the Townscape theory: 

3.1 Continuity 

The continuity of pedestrian movement has not been achieved in the Gajah 
Roundabout area, as the city sidewalks leading to the roundabout are interrupted by 
vehicular circulation. Ideally, for this roundabout area to become a tourist destination 
(a scenic spot of Bandar Lampung), it must ensure that pedestrian traffic does not 
intersect with vehicle traffic. 
 

 
Fig. 1. Cross circulation in the area (yellow: pedestrians, red: vehicles). 

The Enggal area (Gajah Park, Saburai Sports Complex and Saburai Field) has many 
public spaces, but unfortunately pedestrian traffic is not well served due to several 
pedestrian routes Walking is still interrupted. There are also no elevated pedestrian 
crossings to avoid pedestrian traffic with motor vehicles, both in the Enggal area 
(between Gajah Park, Saburai Sports Complex and Saburai Field) and with the 
surrounding environment (Gajah Roundabout, shopping mall, hospital, etc.). 

3.2 Focal Point 

The established focal point in the area is the Adipura monument, which often serves 
as a subject for photography and selfies for tourists as well as local residents who 
want to capture images around this city landmark. 
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Fig. 2. Focal Point in the area. 

3.3 Change of Level 

There are no contours causing level differences around the site, except for the height 
difference between the road and the pedestrian path on both sides. Contours begin to 
be noticeable in the Gajah Park area, which has a close connection to the Gajah 
Roundabout due to its proximity. 

 
Fig. 3. Change of level in the area. 

3.4 Pedestrian Ways 

Pedestrian facilities are provided quite well, but there are some spots that are still 
lacking due to the presence of street vendors. This deficiency in this aspect leads to 
discomfort for pedestrians in the sidewalk area around the Gajah Roundabout, as there 
are many street vendors in the pedestrian area, especially around Gajah Park. 
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Fig. 4. Pedestrian Ways in the area. 

3.5 Linking and Joining the Floor 

The interconnection of several areas/functions on the site with the Gajah Roundabout 
has not been realized. There is currently only a pedestrian crossing at road level, but it 
is also necessary to create connecting paths at the upper level to achieve greater 
continuity in movement and better unify this area. 

 
Fig. 5. Linkage in the area. 

3.6 Grandiose Vista 

The Grandiose Vista has not been realized at the Gajah Roundabout due to its very 
simple physical arrangement. It is necessary to consider ideas that can combine the 
natural view with the Adipura monument. 
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Fig. 6. Grandiose vista around the area. 

3.7 Precincts 

Precincts have not been realized within the Gajah Roundabout, as there is still a 
mixture of pedestrian and vehicular areas without clear physical boundaries. This 
condition is not ideal for a public open space that should be pedestrian-friendly, 
especially around a city landmark. 
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Fig. 7. Precincts in the area (yellow: pedestrians, red: vehicles) 

4 Conclusion 

Considering the numerous Place indicators from Townscape theory that have not been 
realized in the area, it can be concluded that these indicators have not been achieved 
in the Gajah Roundabout area. Therefore, it is necessary to develop facilities and 
functions/activities in this area. 

4.1 Development Recommendations 

Based on the research findings above, several townscape aspects in the Saburai Field 
area that need improvement are evident. Development recommendations for these 
aspects are focused on the Place component of the Townscape theory: 

Table 1. Development recommendations with a continuity approach. 
Design Component Continuity Factor 

Circulation and Parking 

Place (Townscape) 
- Promoting the use of alternative 

transportation such as public transport and 
bicycles, by enhancing the convenience of 
public transport and providing facilities for 
bicycle use: establishing bicycle lanes 
around the area integrated with the city's 
circulation routes, providing free bicycles 
around the area, and creating designated 
bicycle parking areas. 

- Providing motor vehicle parking spaces to 

 

 

Study of Continuity in City Roundabout as Pedestrian Friendly Public Open Space             223



  

prevent parking on the roadside, thus 
hindering the formation of the positive 
urban space that should be realized in 
public open spaces. 

- Creating facilities that allow for the 
separation of motor vehicle and pedestrian 
areas in the Gajah Roundabout area. 

Pedestrian Circulation 

- Introducing continuous and uninterrupted 
pedestrian paths around the Gajah 
Roundabout area, integrated with transit 
points. 

- Enhancing the quality of pedestrian paths, 
particularly to ensure they are separated 
from vehicular traffic, by providing clear 
boundaries. 

- Constructing a skywalk to connect the 
Gajah Roundabout with surrounding areas 
such as Gajah Park, Saburai Field, Saburai 
Sports Complex, and public buildings 
nearby. This will provide pedestrians with a 
seamless and uninterrupted experience even 
when crossing between city blocks. 

Public Space 

- Designing a city's public open space that is 
well-planned, unique, and serves high 
social functions, thus accommodating a 
wide range of urban community activities. 

- Injecting more facilities and activities for 
the middle and upper classes, in order to 
diversify the users of the field, such as 
organizing street vendor stalls, children's 
attractions, etc. 
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