
Enlighten Truth with Beauty and Cultivate Beauty with 

Beauty——Research on the Elements of Aesthetic 

Education in Chinese Teaching 

Guijie Wu 

Beijing Information Technology College (BITC) Beijing, China 

E-mail:wugj@bitc.edu.cn 

Abstract. Aesthetic education is to train students to know beauty, appreciate 

beauty, experience beauty, love beauty and create beauty. This paper explores the 

aesthetic elements in Chinese teaching from three aspects: the beauty of Chinese 

characters, the beauty of language and the beauty of literature. 
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1 Introduction: Research on the Elements of Aesthetic 

Education in Chinese Teaching 

In the realm of education, aesthetic education occupies a unique and vital position. It is 

not merely about imparting knowledge or skills, but rather about fostering a deeper 

understanding and appreciation of beauty in all its forms. Chinese teaching, as a carrier 

of rich cultural heritage and profound aesthetic values, offers a prime opportunity to 

integrate aesthetic education into its core. 

The integration of aesthetic education into Chinese teaching is not only about en-

hancing the attractiveness and appeal of the subject, but also about cultivating students' 

comprehensive abilities and qualities. By introducing elements of beauty into the class-

room, we can not only enrich students' aesthetic experience but also promote their cog-

nitive, emotional, and moral development. 

In this research, we aim to explore the elements of aesthetic education in Chinese 

teaching and their practical applications. We will delve into the ways in which beauty 

can be harnessed to enlighten truth and how beauty itself can be cultivated through the 

teaching of Chinese. 

Firstly, we will examine the theoretical foundations of aesthetic education in Chinese 

teaching. This includes understanding the role of aesthetics in the cultivation of human 

beings, as well as the specific role it plays in the context of Chinese language and liter-

ature. We will explore how traditional Chinese aesthetic concepts, such as harmony, 

balance, and naturalness, can be integrated into modern Chinese teaching practices. 

Secondly, we will identify the key elements of aesthetic education in Chinese teach-

ing. These elements include the appreciation of literary beauty, the cultivation of artistic  
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sensibility, and the promotion of creative thinking. We will discuss how these elements 
can be incorporated into the curriculum and teaching methods to enhance students' aes-
thetic experiences and abilities. 

Thirdly, we will explore practical strategies for implementing aesthetic education in 
Chinese teaching. This includes utilizing various teaching materials and resources, such 
as literary works, artworks, and multimedia content, to create immersive and engaging 
learning environments. We will also discuss how teachers can guide students to dis-
cover and appreciate beauty in their daily lives, thereby fostering a lifelong aesthetic 
pursuit. 

In conclusion, this research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 
elements and strategies of aesthetic education in Chinese teaching. By harnessing the 
power of beauty, we believe that we can not only enrich students' aesthetic experiences 
but also cultivate their comprehensive abilities and qualities, ultimately leading to their 
holistic development.[1] 

2 The Significance of Aesthetic Education 

Jaspers said: "The essence of education is that one tree shakes another tree, one cloud 
pushes another cloud, and one soul awakens another soul." Using the knowledge of 
beauty to arouse the thirst for knowledge; using the soul of beauty to awaken the pursuit 
of a good soul; developing morally, intellectually, physically, aesthetically and labori-
ously in an all-round way to help every student have a sound personality and a good 
life is the direction of the joint efforts of schools, society and the country, and aesthetic 
education has become the direction that needs the most attention at present. It is the 
mission of contemporary Chinese aesthetic education to do a good job in aesthetic ed-
ucation, adhere to moral education, take root in the times and follow the characteristics 
of aesthetic education. 

Aesthetic education is of special significance in many factors of teenagers' all-round 
development. The former Soviet Union educator Sukhomlinski said: "Beauty is a pow-
erful source of moral purity, spiritual wealth and physical health", which shows the 
importance of aesthetic education in personal development. Aesthetic education in-
cludes social aesthetic education and school aesthetic education, and school aesthetic 
education includes aesthetic education, environmental aesthetic education and aesthetic 
activities in various disciplines. However, people often think that the responsibility of 
curriculum aesthetic education only lies in music, art and so on, but they do not realize 
or attach importance to the beauty that other disciplines can and should excavate, and 
timely carry out aesthetic education for students, so that students can understand scien-
tific and cultural knowledge from the perspective of emotional experience. [2] 

Therefore, the significance of aesthetic education lies in that it is a form of education 
that shapes people's symbolic practical abilities such as knowledge, emotion and will 
through the infection of aesthetic education images, aiming at realizing people's all-
round development. Aesthetic education is an important part of school education. 

Enlighten Truth with Beauty and Cultivate Beauty             401



 
 

3 The Importance of the Implementation of Chinese 
Aesthetic Education 

Moral education cultivates virtue (goodness), intellectual education cultivates "beauty 
and wisdom" (truth), physical education cultivates beauty, aesthetic education culti-
vates "beauty", and aesthetic education runs through all education. Language is a sub-
ject with knowledge and humanities as its main body, which contains rich aesthetic 
factors. Most of the textbooks are typical articles with "both literary and aesthetic qual-
ities", which become the motive force of students'spiritual life, emotional cultivation 
and intellectual development. Teachers should organically combine Chinese teaching 
with aesthetic education, gradually cultivate students'ability to perceive, appreciate, ex-
press and create beauty, and construct a perfect psychological structure of Chinese aes-
thetic education. The implementation of aesthetic education in Chinese teaching is the 
inevitable requirement of cultivating students' aesthetic ability, cultivating students' 
good sentiment and promoting students' all-round development.[3] 

4 Discussion on the Elements of Aesthetic Education in 
Chinese Teaching 

Literature, as a unique art form, its aesthetic value lies in the authenticity of its content, 
the smoothness of its expression and the emotional resonance it arouses. This kind of 
beauty is not immutable, but presents a dynamic and pluralistic appearance with the 
differences of times, cultures and authors. 

4.1 The Beauty of Content: The Interweaving of Nature and Virtue 

The beauty of content is first reflected in the delicate description of natural beauty. See 
Table 1.As Chernyshevsky, a Russian philosopher, said: "The beauty of nature lies in 
its association with people and its implication to people's spirit." In addition, literature 
is also good at depicting virtues, integrating good emotions and moral concepts into 
works, so that readers can enjoy them while improving their spirit. For example, the 
Song Dynasty scholar Zhou Dunyi's Ailianshuo skillfully transformed the praise of no-
ble gentleman's personality into the description of lotus "out of the mud but not dyed".[4] 

Table 1. The Fusion of Natural Beauty and Virtue 

Draw an ob-
ject 

Example 
work 

Aesthetic value 

Natural 
beauty 

Ailianshuo Reflect the unique perception of natural beauty 
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Draw an ob-
ject 

Example 
work 

Aesthetic value 

Virtue Ailianshuo 
Combining virtue with natural scenery to enhance the 

connotation of the work 

4.2 Beauty of Form: Ingenious Use of Images 

The formal beauty of literary works is mainly embodied in the creation of images. Im-
age is not only the content, but also the form, which contains the author's poetic emotion 
and aesthetic pursuit. By carefully constructing distinct images, the writer makes ab-
stract emotions concrete, which makes the works more appealing and expressive. For 
example, Xu Zhimo's Farewell to Cambridge is famous for its unique architectural 
beauty, which shows the unique charm of formal beauty through the arrangement and 
combination of stanzas, lines and stanzas, as well as the general stipulation of the num-
ber of words in each line See Table 2. [5] 

Table 2. The Architectural Beauty of Xu Zhimo's Farewell to Cambridge 

Works Characteristics of formal beauty Aesthetic effect  

Farewell to 
Cambridge 

The stanzas and lines are arranged 
neatly, and the number of words is 

roughly six, seven and eight. 

Show the beauty of architec-
ture and enhance the expres-

sive force of works 
 

4.3 Beauty of Style: Writer's Personality Identity 

Style or style is not only the personality symbol of a writer's creation, but also the im-
portant embodiment of the aesthetic spirit of literary works. The beauty of style lies in 
its uniqueness and richness, which can arouse readers'resonance and recognition. For 
example, reading the poem "Five more drums and horns are solemn and stirring, the 
Three Gorges Star River is moving", See Table 3 for details.its desolate, gloomy, mag-
nificent and vigorous style will leap onto the paper, which makes people feel the deep 
emotional and aesthetic value contained in the work. [6] 

Table 3. An Analysis of the Stylistic Beauty of Poetry  

Style type Sample verse Aesthetic characteristics 

Desolate 
and 

gloomy 

"The drums and horns in the fifth 
watch are solemn and stirring, and the 

stars and rivers in the Three Gorges are 
moving." 

The rhythm is vigorous, the 
antithesis is neat, and the 

magnificent emotion is dis-
played 
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5 Conclusion 

This paper has delved into the elements of aesthetic education in Chinese teaching, 
proposed the educational concept of "Enlightening Truth with Beauty and Cultivating 
Beauty with Beauty," and verified its effectiveness in Chinese teaching through a com-
bination of theoretical and practical research methods. The conclusions of this study 
mainly include the following aspects: 

First, the importance of aesthetic education in Chinese teaching has been further 
confirmed. Through aesthetic education, students can not only gain a deeper under-
standing of the aesthetic value in literary works, but also improve their personal aes-
thetic taste and humanistic qualities in a subtle way. This type of education is not only 
conducive to the comprehensive development of students, but also helps cultivate fu-
ture social citizens with a high level of cultural literacy and aesthetic abilities. [7] 

Second, the educational concept of "Enlightening Truth with Beauty and Cultivating 
Beauty with Beauty" proposed in this paper has been effectively applied in practice. In 
teaching, teachers guide students to discover the beauty in literary works, inspire their 
pursuit and aspiration for beauty, and further enlighten their wisdom, helping them rec-
ognize the truth in life. At the same time, teachers also cultivate students' aesthetic abil-
ities, allowing them to appreciate and create beauty with an aesthetic perspective, thus 
achieving the goal of aesthetic education. [8] 

Third, the implementation of aesthetic education in Chinese teaching requires atten-
tion to methods and strategies. Teachers need to select suitable teaching content and 
methods based on students' age characteristics and cognitive levels, allowing students 
to experience the charm of beauty in a relaxed and pleasant atmosphere. Additionally, 
teachers should also focus on cultivating students' innovative spirit and practical abili-
ties, enabling them to continuously explore and discover the mysteries of beauty 
through practice. [9] 

Fourth, the research results of this paper have certain reference significance for pro-
moting the application of aesthetic education in Chinese teaching. In the future, we can 
further explore the deep integration of aesthetic education and Chinese teaching, inno-
vate teaching methods and means, and contribute to cultivating more outstanding tal-
ents with a high level of cultural literacy and aesthetic abilities. [10] 

In summary, this study has not only enriched the theoretical research results in the 
field of Chinese teaching, but also provided useful references and insights for teachers 
in practice. We believe that under the guidance of the educational concept of "Enlight-
ening Truth with Beauty and Cultivating Beauty with Beauty," Chinese teaching will 
usher in a brighter future. [11] 
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