
Harmonizing Technology, Socio-Economic Legal 

Measures for Sustainable Human-Elephant Coexistence 

Tulishree Pradhan1 and Tarini Prasad Sahoo2  

1 Assistant Professor, School of Law, KIIT Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar, India 
2 Research Scholar, PG Department of Law, Utkal University, Bhubaneswar, India 

tulishreepradhan@kls.ac.in 

Abstract. The focus of this research is on the harmonization of technology, so-

cio-economic, and legal measures to achieve sustainable human-elephant coex-

istence. It explores the integration of advanced technologies such as software 

applications,  GIS mapping, drones, and sensor networks with socio-economic 

initiatives and legal frameworks to mitigate human-elephant conflict. The paper 

discusses the importance of balancing conservation efforts with the needs of lo-

cal communities and highlights the role of participatory approaches in decision-

making processes. It also emphasizes the significance of adaptive management 

strategies that can evolve with changing environmental and socio-economic dy-

namics. Firstly, this research paper delves into the escalating human-elephant 

conflict in India amid significant strides in wildlife conservation, underscoring 

the pressing need for effective wildlife damage compensation mechanisms to 

uphold environmental justice as this research identifies nuisance species and 

outlines advanced technological management strategies to mitigate human-

elephant conflicts.  It provides an overview of the current state of wildlife dam-

age compensation, emphasizing the characteristics of wildlife damage and the 

critical role of compensation in mitigating conflict. Through a comprehensive 

evaluation, it sheds light on the challenges and complexities faced by India's 

wildlife damage compensation strategies, offering insights and recommenda-

tions for future improvements. Overall, the research presents a holistic approach 

to promoting harmonious coexistence between humans and elephants while en-

suring long-term sustainability. 
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The escalating human-elephant conflict in India, juxtaposed with significant strides
in wildlife conservation, has underscored the urgent need for effective wildlife
damage compensation mechanisms to uphold environmental justice. This research
delves into the harmonization of technology, socio-economic, and legal measures
aimed at achieving sustainable human-elephant coexistence. It explores the

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8824-1700
http://orcid.org/0009-0008-7308-8601
https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-38476-255-2_12
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.2991/978-2-38476-255-2_12&domain=pdf


integration of advanced technologies such as software applications, GIS mapping,
drones, and sensor networks with socio-economic initiatives and legal frameworks to
mitigate human-elephant conflict. Furthermore, the paper emphasizes the importance
of balancing conservation efforts with the needs of local communities, highlighting
the role of participatory approaches in decision-making processes. It also underscores
the significance of adaptive management strategies that can evolve in response to
changing environmental and socio-economic dynamics[1]. Through a comprehensive
evaluation, the research sheds light on the challenges and complexities faced by
India's wildlife damage compensation strategies, offering insights and
recommendations for future improvements. Overall, this research presents a holistic
approach to promoting harmonious coexistence between humans and elephants while
ensuring long-term sustainability.

Since the dawn of industrialization, the global human population has increased
sevenfold, leading to a rise in human-wildlife conflicts worldwide. These conflicts,
stemming from crop damage, predation on domestic livestock, and attacks on humans
and their property, have emerged as a significant threat to both biodiversity
conservation and the economic prosperity of local communities[2]. Among various
approaches to prevent human-wildlife conflict, one key strategy is to mitigate the
negative impact of wildlife damage by providing compensation to affected humans,
either through direct reimbursements or non-cash benefits like replacing lost animals
or supplying food. This management tool aims to ensure environmental justice and
protect the legitimate interests of communities while fostering increased tolerance
towards wildlife. However, there are challenges, as overly generous compensation
may lead to reduced investment in non-lethal prevention measures, potentially
resulting in unintended subsidies for crop and livestock production[3]. Advancements
in technology play a crucial role in addressing these challenges, offering innovative
solutions to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts effectively.

2 Elephant: An Integral Part of Bio-Diversity

Elephants hold a profound significance in various aspects of human culture and the
natural world, making their conservation crucial on multiple fronts. Firstly, elephants
are deeply ingrained in our stories and legends, appearing as majestic beings
symbolizing wisdom, strength, and spirituality in folklore and mythology across
different cultures(Fig.1). Their presence in these narratives reflects our reverence for
these magnificent creatures and their symbolic importance in shaping our collective
consciousness. Elephants play a central role in rituals and customs, particularly in
regions where they are native. From religious ceremonies to traditional practices,
elephants are often revered and honoured, highlighting their cultural and spiritual
significance in communities that have coexisted with them for generations[4].
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Fig.1

In the realm of entertainment, elephants have captured our imaginations through
movies, documentaries, and art, showcasing their intelligence, emotional depth, and
complex social structures. These portrayals not only entertain but also educate
audiences about the importance of elephant conservation and the threats they face in
the wild. From a biodiversity perspective, elephants are keystone species that play a
vital role in maintaining ecosystem balance. Their activities, such as seed dispersal
and habitat modification, contribute to the health and resilience of forests, supporting
a wide range of plant and animal species.

From the above picture, the conservation of elephants is not just an environmental
imperative but also a cultural, spiritual, and ethical responsibility for humanity.
Protecting these iconic animals ensures the preservation of our stories, traditions,
biodiversity, and the interconnectedness of all life on Earth[5].

3 Legal Propositions in India on Human-Elephant Conflict

In India, the legal framework addressing human-elephant conflict encompasses
various legislative and policy measures aimed at mitigating conflicts while ensuring
the conservation of elephants and the protection of human lives and property[6].
Some key legal propositions and initiatives include:
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Fig.2

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: This act serves as the primary legislation for
wildlife conservation in India. It provides protection to elephants as a Schedule I
species, imposing strict penalties for offences related to their hunting, poaching, or
trade.

3.2. Forest Rights Act, 2006: This act recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling
communities, including indigenous tribes, and aims to empower them in managing
and conserving forests. It plays a crucial role in promoting participatory approaches to
wildlife management and addressing conflicts through community-based solutions.

3.3. National Elephant Action Plan: The government formulated this plan to
address human-elephant conflict comprehensively. It focuses on habitat management,
conflict mitigation measures, research and monitoring, capacity building, and raising
public awareness about elephant conservation and conflict resolution.

3.4. Compensation Schemes: Various states have implemented compensation
schemes to compensate individuals or communities affected by elephant-related
damages. These schemes aim to alleviate the economic burden on affected parties and
promote coexistence with elephants.

3.5. Joint Forest Management (JFM) Programs: These programs involve
collaboration between forest departments, local communities, and other stakeholders
in managing forest resources. JFM initiatives often include measures to mitigate
human-elephant conflict through habitat restoration, crop protection, and awareness
programs.
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3.6. Technology Integration: Recent advancements in technology, such as the use
of Several Apps, GIS mapping, drones, and sensor networks, solar fencing are being
integrated into wildlife management strategies to enhance monitoring, early warning
systems, and conflict resolution efforts.

Overall, India's legal propositions on human-elephant conflict highlight a multi-
faceted approach that combines legal protection, community participation,
compensation mechanisms, and technological innovations to promote sustainable
human-elephant coexistence.

4 Technological solutions to mitigate the human-elephant
conflict

The "Anukampa" portal and mobile app exemplify how technological
advancements can contribute significantly to mitigating human-elephant
conflicts(Fig.3). Here are several ways in which this initiative leverages technology to
address these challenges[7]:

Fig.3

4.1 Efficient Data Management

The portal and app enable citizens to report incidents of human-wildlife conflict
promptly and accurately. This data can be crucial for wildlife authorities to
understand the frequency, severity, and locations of such conflicts, allowing them to
prioritize mitigation efforts effectively.
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4.2 Real-time Reporting

By providing an online platform, "Anukampa" facilitates real-time reporting of
human-elephant conflict incidents. This allows for swift response and intervention by
wildlife authorities, reducing the duration and impact of conflicts on both humans and
elephants.

4.3 Geospatial Analysis

The integration of GIS mapping technology through ORSAC enables the precise
mapping of conflict hotspots and vulnerable areas. This data-driven approach allows
wildlife managers to identify trends, patterns, and high-risk zones, leading to targeted
mitigation strategies such as habitat management or installation of physical barriers.

4.4 Timely Compensation

The portal streamlines the process of claiming compassionate payments for
individuals affected by wildlife depredation. By providing a user-friendly interface
and a time-bound mechanism, victims can receive financial assistance promptly,
reducing grievances and fostering goodwill towards wildlife conservation efforts.

4.5 Transparency and Accountability

The use of technology ensures transparency in the compensation process, as
applicants can track the status of their claims through the portal[8]. This transparency
enhances accountability within the wildlife department and builds trust among
affected communities, encouraging cooperation in conflict mitigation initiatives.

4.6 Accessibility

The availability of the portal and mobile app on multiple platforms (Android and
iOS) ensures accessibility to a wide range of users, including those in remote or rural
areas. This inclusivity enables more comprehensive data collection and participation
in mitigation efforts across diverse communities.

Overall, "Anukampa" demonstrates how technological advancements can
streamline processes, improve data-driven decision-making, enhance transparency,
and expedite response measures, ultimately contributing to the effective mitigation of
human-elephant conflicts and promoting harmonious coexistence between humans
and wildlife.

5 Conclusion

The comprehensive exploration of human-elephant conflict management and
mitigation strategies highlights the critical role of technology, legal frameworks,
community engagement, and adaptive management in achieving sustainable
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coexistence between humans and elephants[9]. Technological advancements, as
showcased by initiatives like the "Anukampa" portal and mobile app, offer efficient
data management, real-time reporting, geospatial analysis, and transparent
compensation mechanisms. These tools not only facilitate prompt response and
intervention but also enhance accountability and trust among stakeholders, ultimately
contributing to effective conflict resolution and harmonious coexistence[10].

Legal propositions such as the Wildlife Protection Act, Forest Rights Act, National
Elephant Action Plan, and Compensation Schemes provide a robust framework for
wildlife conservation, habitat management, community empowerment, and
environmental justice. These legal instruments, when coupled with technology and
community participation, create a multi-faceted approach that addresses the
complexities of human-elephant conflicts while ensuring the protection of
biodiversity and the livelihoods of local communities. Community engagement and
participatory approaches play a pivotal role in decision-making processes, ensuring
that conservation efforts align with the needs and perspectives of affected
communities. By incorporating indigenous knowledge, traditional practices, and local
expertise, conservation strategies can be more effective, inclusive, and sustainable in
the long term. Adaptive management strategies are essential in navigating the
dynamic nature of human-elephant conflicts, which are influenced by environmental,
socio-economic, and cultural factors. Flexibility, innovation, and continuous learning
are key elements in adapting to changing dynamics and improving the effectiveness
of conservation measures over time.

A holistic approach that integrates technology, legal frameworks, community
engagement, and adaptive management is essential for achieving sustainable human-
elephant coexistence. By addressing the challenges and complexities of human-
wildlife conflicts comprehensively, we can promote conservation, uphold
environmental justice, and foster harmonious relationships between humans and
elephants for generations to come.
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