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Abstract. Human geography is studied and developed in schools through the 

study of geography. At the school level in Indonesia, human geography has not 

become an independent discipline. This causes the development of human ge-

ography studied to be still low, despite the fact that there are various human re-

lated problems that must be solved through specific studies of humans. The 

purpose of this research is to know and conceptualize the development of hu-

man geography in schools. The research method used was a mix method, de-

scriptive quantitative are used to reveal the facts of the human geography learn-

ing field, as well as the literature study as an initial concept for the development 

plan for geography learning in schools. The results are presented regarding the 

application of human geography on the senior high schools, the urgency of hu-

man geographical studies on the senior high schools, the suitability of material 

in human geographic studies to development, and basic concepts for the devel-

opment of human geographical studies on the senior high schools with ADDIE 

development models. Based on this research study it was concluded that human 

geography is developed through learning of geography in accordance with the 

latest curriculum policies in schools. 
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1 Introduction 

Human has resided on earth since hundred thousand years then. Since that’s human 

has recognize as one creature occupying life earth. Human own uniqueness that dif-

ferentiates with other creatures on the surface earth. The role of humans also goes 

hand in hand time dominate in the life, after previously domination nature is very 

strong. Life human from formely until moment this and future will be very dynamic 

so that the changes brought about will fast and massive [1]. 

Characteristics unique human being, giving birth various study science separately 

related with human. The dynamics life human cause studying science of human very 

easy changed adapt with development humans in every era. Science discipline that 

focuses on study there are so many people, every one knowledge it also has object 

differenct studies. A number of among discipline of sociology knowledge that focuses 

on a human group, anthropology own object physique culture from human, object  
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physcology form behavior humans, to the point of knowledge study in every prespec-

tive of knowledge discipline like ecology people, human geography, and so on. 

Geography as knowledge discipline not only study about earth in a physical man-

ner. But also research all something related with creature life like humans, annimals, 

and plants [2] [3]. Human and nature interaction in a space advance earth become 

characteristics typical study discipline of geography knowledge, so something is 

called with spatial approach [4] [5]. Another approach is also scope of geography 

education is environmental approach and regional approach. By implicit, second ap-

proach the created from a existence dominating human life as understood possibilism. 

Early geographic study development more lots study about genre trust local related 

knowledge base about earth until making map [6]. Human studies as one branch 

knowledge new there is a number of century after emergence discipline of geography 

knowledge at the time of emerging modern geography from its development. A num-

ber of expert initiating geography emergence study human in the modern geographers 

include Paul Vidal de la Blache, Carl Ritter, and Alexander von Humboldt [7]. Hu-

man geography study own complexity study life human in world, current social issues 

are very diverse, entering the era of the 21st century, giving rise to modern human 

geography [8] [9].  

Knowledge of human geography in Indonesia are known as social geography 

knowledge, no like mention human geography in general around the world [10]. Each 

scientist's thoughts and curriculum implementation in schools are different in the 

study of human geography [11]. Geography program carry out studies of human ge-

ography through learning and research carried out. However development knowledge 

until moment this still a little reach the senior high school. Curriculum in senior high 

school do human geography in the subject matter in geography science through dis-

cussion related dynamics population, culture study, and the anthroposphere [12] [13]. 

It different with university level specific and detailed studied in the geography de-

partment and geography education programs.  

Population studies in senior high schools at the time this has a little experience de-

velopment with a school program [14]. The programme integrated every subject and 

school programs in population knowledge. But the program still find weakness ex-

pensive and difficult integrate into the curriculum. The programme still limited to a 

few school course, not yet done throughout or most schools, so need keep going acti-

vated in a sustainable. However, what is important and focuses on developing learn-

ing is subject matter related to human geography and population studies.  

What was found in the field is population study still need development so you can 

carried out by each teacher and participant study at senior high schools. Study this 

done as material input for holder interest specifically part curriculum to be able to add 

important study moment this connection with human geography and technology. This 

study refers to research previously who studies knowledge related human geography 

in research by Hastuti in 2007. As for novelty in this research is lies in the specifica-

tions study on development of human geography in schools, studies this not yet lots 

carried out. 

How is the Development of Human Geography Sciences in Schools?             21



2 Research Methods 

This study use research methods is mix method, more spesifically on the explanatory 

sequential mixed models, type of quantitative descriptive use percentage, as well use 

studies literature type in qualitative methods. The explanatory sequential mixed model 

is a mixed research model that conducts quantitative research and then qualitative 

research as an explanation [15]. Descriptive quantitative type used for reveal fact field 

learning of human geography in senior high schools, which includes application hu-

man geography, urgency knowledge of human geography, and conformity human 

geography with development modern humans. Literature study used as draft begin-

ning plan development learning geography specifically branch knowledge geography 

people at senior high schools. Source of data used in the study this use primary data 

sources and secondary data sources. The primary data sources used came from ques-

tionnaires and interviews with student and teacher respondents. The research subject 

of class XI IPS totaled 124 students, divided into four classes, considered through 

analysis of human geography learning, while 2 teachers were interviewed regarding 

human geography learning. The research location was carried out at SMA Negeri 1 

Kandanghaur which was determined through consideration of time, permits, and other 

considerations. The instrument in this research was adapted to three indicators which 

contained five questions to determine the development of human geography learning 

in schools. The instrument was carried out by expert judgment on construct valida-

tion. Secondary data sources originate from review references books, journals, and 

sources relevant, reliable so that fulfil rule scientific. 

3 Finding and Discussion 

3.1 Application of Human Geography on the Senior High School 

Geography is studied as a social science at senior high school level in Indonesia, it is 

a rote concept and is currently in the realm of problem solving and project-based 

which generally involves maps [16]. Human geography as branch from geography 

discipline if learn of main knowledge. This caused study of nature and humans along 

the interaction in the room that is focus from geography knowledge. The term of so-

cial geography in Indonesia generally refers to human geography. Researchers use the 

term human geography so that the study refers more specifically to the human of sub-

ject matter in geography learning.  

Implementation of human geography in schools is studied in subject matter related 

to dynamics population in Indonesia. Different from university or expert levels that 

have study separately as geography learning people in the geography department or 

geography education department. It linked with achievements learning in school is 

limited by time learning and demands curriculum. 

Population studies in geography learning as form representation study of human 

geography. Collected data from participant educate obtained information that in part 

big school application classroom learning held with well, through study every aspect 
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base until population problems in Indonesia. As for some participant other students 

assess related population learning no good caused by the teacher in one rare school 

give classroom teaching on studies that. By detail related matter the can noticed in the 

Table 1 follows. 

Table 1. Implementation of Population Learning 

No. Variable Amount Student Percentage (%) 

1 Good 93 75 

2 Not Good 31 25 

Total Amount 124 100 

Source: Data Processing 2023 

 

The table shows that the implementation of learning geography in the chapter on 

population dynamics in Indonesia for most students has been carried out well. This 

research only focuses on one subject matter which is included in the human geogra-

phy family. This is different from other relevant research studies which examine 

broader matters, namely examining every senior high school subject matter which is 

included in the social geography scientific group, so that the research contains several 

chapters on geography learning [17]. The research gap in this study was that there 

were no specific studies that visualized human geography in schools. Based on these 

differences in coverage, the novelty obtained in this research is the implementation of 

human geography studies in schools.  

Knowing students' learning difficulties is one of the stages in finding out the extent 

of learning achievements in the human geography at school, because it describes eve-

ry obstacle and smoothness of learning. Generally, the measurement is through a 

comparison of high class and low class, but the researchers organized it into two ques-

tions related to students' difficulties with theoretical subject matter and mathematical 

subject matter. The student results are shown in the following table. 

Table 2. Difficulties Students in Population Studies 

Difficulties of Population Theory 

No. Variable Amount Student Percentage (%) 

1 Easy 78 63 

2 Hard 46 37 

Total Amount 124 100 

 

Trouble Calculation Population 

No. Variable Amount Student Percentage (%) 

1 Easy 57 46 

2 Hard 67 54 

Total Amount   

Source: Data Processing 2023 

 

Mostly participant educate no experience difficulty in the theory of study, however 

students experience difficulty in calculations through formula for calculate related 

population data or mathematics subject matter. Whereas through interview obtained 
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information that teachers don't experience difficulty in teach population study caused 

fundamental studies, will different if applied study of human geography.  

Population study at senior high school still characteristic theoretical and mathemat-

ical, meanwhile practice learning in study population still less. Problems of study in 

the dynamics population in Indonesia are very necessary studied and solved through 

geographical approach. Absence of practice field to public caused tight time so that 

impossible students look for problem direct in the field for primary data. 

Another study in Indian high secondary schools examining the difficulties of geog-

raphy learning found that some students had difficulties related to subject matter con-

cepts such as geology, and some had difficulty remembering time and geographical 

facts [18]. Another study at the American high secondary school level found difficul-

ties in geography learning, namely analyzing graphs and charts [19]. This also hap-

pens in Indonesia, but another problem related to learning difficulties in Indonesia 

that often occurs is students' mathematical abilities in every lesson, including geogra-

phy. This problem will have several steps that are different from the problems in In-

dia. 

3.2 The Urgency of Human Geographical Studies on the Senior High Schools 

Human geography study on a university level especially for students taking study 

programs of geographical knowledge or geography education department characteris-

tic must learned. it caused study of human geography as eye studying expertise geog-

raphy and very supportive ability discipline science. However different with senior 

high schools, geography only limited to subject matter.  

The assessment of the importance and unimportance of human geography learning 

in senior high schools has generally been researched since 1953 AD through the 

presentation of Marxian dogma up to World War 2. This research allows students to 

provide input on the subject matter of the human geography science group, as a first 

step in adapting to learning needs. Some data in Table 3 shows urgency study of hu-

man geography on a ladder of senior high schools. 

Table 3. Urgency of Human Geographical Studies in Schools and Suggestions for Adding 

Relevant Studies 

Urgency of Humans Geographical Studies on Senior High Schools 

No. Variable Amount Student Percentage (%) 

1 Important 31 25 

2 Not Important 93 75 

Total Amount 124 100 
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Study Suggestions that Should Be Added in Population Subject Matter 

No. Variable Amount Student Percentage (%) 

1 Study of problems in society in life daily 36 29 

2  population data from real time BPS 13 10.5 

3  Study of the advantages of Indonesia which 

has a lot of human resources 

21 17 

4  No need added 54 43.5 

Total Amount 124 100 

Source: Data Processing 2023 

Based on the table the obtained information that students evaluate study of human 

geography no important studied in a basic level, however if study base like population 

rated important learned. Population studies in the lesson geography need added relat-

ed with study problems in society, study advantages Indonesia has resource large 

numbers of people, and study of population data from the Central Bureau of Statistics 

latest. Assessment of the importance of learning and suggestions from students as a 

form of input for subject matter developers to be considered in the future without 

reducing the important role of stakeholders who make and determine human geogra-

phy learning at the senior high school level. 

Geography teacher evaluate that population study is part small from human geog-

raphy knowledge. Senior high schools no need study of human geography in a detail 

as in universities levels. This caused curriculum in schools only demand understand-

ing until application related population dynamics. In depth study population emphasis 

on solutions in problems and materials adapt development population in Indonesia or 

the world. 

3.3 Suitability of Material in Human Geographic Studies to Development 

Material study related dynamics of population must adapt with circumstances or de-

velopment people on curriculum, place, and time moment this is for study characteris-

tic actual. It as form representation from characteristics study of human geography. 

Facts that happen in school moment this that material the still dominated by related 

teaching materials of population is also studied in the Competency-Based Curriculum 

in 2004, this is known through review curriculum. Based on the concluded that study 

of geography on matter dynamics population still not yet in accordance with devel-

opment man moment this. Geography teacher give a number of extra studies to fit 

with development of the times that is with including population data latest from BPS, 

and additions study related technology in the dynamics population. 

Anthroposphere studies is one geography study applied humans in the learning ge-

ography at senior high school. Anthroposphere studies taught to participants educate 

at the beginning learning geography. the study studied in a manner fundamental relat-

ed understanding anthroposphere until anthroposphere and geography. By implied has 

is known that anthroposphere included in the study of human geography. Geography 

teacher give input on the discussion anthroposphere must done update discussion so 

that the knowledge is taught not static or still from year to year. Same thing with dis-

cussion of human geography others, studies anthroposphere required update material 
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and studies problems to get it adapt with development society. Facts on the ground 

moment this is study anthroposphere only a little experience change from a number of 

twenty last year. This becomes attention each stakeholder in order to subject matter 

capable adapt development science and phenomena in society this moment. 

Culture as results effort a society whose development is very dynamics. Cultural 

studies in secondary schools are part from study human geography, however study it's 

very easy changed if compared to with other study of human geography [20]. Based 

on research field find that material culture has done updates on additions study wis-

dom local and global culture, so participant educate can align culture the output is 

attitude appreciation for culture local and national as well as capable recognize and 

filter global culture with good. Development study culture keep going done for adapt 

to condition culture every age. 

3.4 Basic Concepts for the Development of Human Geographical Studies on 

the Senior High Schools 

Human geography study through material lesson of population dynamics at senior 

high school need a little developed. Development done on things of a nature essential 

related effort actualize material population with condition development global, na-

tional and local communities. Based on the Undang-Undang Number 18 of Year 2002 

interprets that development knowledge knowledge aim utilise valid theory as effort 

enhancement benefit knowledge knowledge that has there is or not yet there is. Study 

this attempted for can answer question related how development study of human ge-

ography in school, of course different with study it is at university level. But that's a 

must emphasis on research this only as draft base in prepare development study of 

human geography at senior high school in activity next study. 

Development of human geography knowledge at senior high school is no means 

create theory new in the knowledge that, however develop material studies that have 

been done there is previously needed participant educate now and in the future. This 

different with activity scientists and researchers who focus on development 

knowledge for benefit and progress knowledge. As for the concept base in do effort 

development study of human geography in school through study population among 

them examine problem basic, analysis needs, framework thinking, formulation and 

adaptation theory, as well validation expert [21]. However, researchers emphasize the 

Research and Development method type of ADDIE (Analysis, Design, Develop, Im-

plementation, and Evaluate) for developing anything, including human geography 

studies [22]. Researchers have determined the ADDIE model as a tool for developing 

subject matter on the grounds that it has been structured systematically. This research 

does not directly develop subject matter related to human geography, but here only 

visualizes the basic concepts in developing subject matter in schools. 

The first stage of developing this model is to carry out a series of analyses. The 

analysis in question is carrying out a series of studies related to needs. Study of stu-

dent learning needs is relevant to the curriculum including instructional objectives 

[23]. An important analysis is carried out regarding whether or not development is 

necessary, priority scale, and so on related to subject matter development. Looking for 
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problems and weaknesses in learning is also needed at this analysis stage. Problems 

encountered from results study will made as urgency base development study of hu-

man geography in school. Geography teachers do observation problem in class related 

need or nope population teaching materials done development. If found problem form 

objective learning that doesn't achieved caused teaching materials that are not in ac-

cordance with development public this moment, then important do development order 

problems can solve. 

Analyze need material study addition based on consideration problem that has 

found. Purpose of analysis need is suitability between required materials with effec-

tiveness material. It means if need required material added a little but addition lots so 

material study not effective, because lots discussion outside from need material prop-

er study. Analyze needs must also be notice curriculum in force in the classroom at 

this time, especially at the limit of achievement objective learning level of senior high 

schools. Analysis of learning hours pay attention to study no use lots time. 

The second stage in the ADDIE model is the first letter D, which stands for design. 

The subject matter that has been analyzed is then carried out to prepare a table 

framework for the supporting structure in carrying out the development [24]. Arrang-

ing these parts must be sequential so that the design form can describe what will be 

developed. This research focuses on subject matter design, carried out through prepar-

ing material variables that suit student needs and the competencies to be achieved, 

preparing the selection of learning tools that will be used. Other research that devel-

ops of learning material at the design stage is carried out by determining subject mat-

ter that has been adjusted to various researchers' considerations and determining 

learning tools [25]. The framework of thinking and terms of reference must be able to 

be relevant so that development is directed and systematic. 

Framework think can make it easy in designing theory or discussion study to be 

systematic [26]. Framework think can used technique deductive or technique induc-

tive customized with study the theory. Framework think designed with nice and sim-

ple. Arrangement can shape theory-practice, or introduction problem-solution in dy-

namics population. Stages furthermore is formulation and adjustment theory, that is 

pouring framework think become an additional post study science. Adapt theory aim 

to fit between framework think with formulation or pouring theory, consider other 

factors like curriculum. 

The second letter D or the third step in the ADDIE model is develop. The frame-

work that has been prepared is then developed, such as subject matter, learning tools, 

and anything that will be developed in human geography learning. The development 

stage must be carried out in depth, optimization and effectiveness in order to produce 

a good product. Below, the researcher provides a visualization of the development 

stages carried out in this research. 
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Table 4. ADDIE Learning Development Concept, Development Stage of the Population Chap-

ter on the Theme of Human Geography 

Raw Product Additional Modification Development Product 

Sylabus The additional subject matter is the 

study of current population problems 

based on accurate data and facts 

Learning chapters on popu-

lation dynamics in Indone-

sia based on problems, 

solutions through projects, 

based on actual data and 

facts. 

Text Book 

Learning Tool 

Learning Object 

Learning Needs 

Source: Data Processing 2023 

The table shows the develop stage in the ADDIE development model. This re-

search has three important elements in developing subject matter, namely raw prod-

uct, additional modifications, and product development. Raw products are various 

things that are material for study and consideration in development. Additional modi-

fications are several components that must be added to the subject matter of the Popu-

lation Chapter. while the development product is the result of subject matter that has 

been added and becomes a development product, which is then validated. The devel-

opment stage also validates the various learning tools being developed [27]. 

This research validates the subject material developed in order to obtain results that 

can be applied in learning. Validation is carried out by geography learning experts, 

assessing subject matter related to language, sentence understanding, writing struc-

ture, and others. Expert validation required for get assessment and evaluation if re-

quired repair or refinement. There is results end from validation accepted and reject-

ed, accepted means the data is valid while rejected means the data is invalid. Rejected 

data will be done crosscheck from stages early to get is known thing to be obstacles to 

development study of human geography. Validity something the study to be devel-

oped very decisively achievement implementation in the field. 

The next stage in the ADDIE development model is implementation. The results of 

the design in the analysis, design and development stages are then implemented. This 

stage is important to carry out limited trials so that each of the strengths and weak-

nesses are then considered and paid to attention [28]. This is useful for the sustainabil-

ity of subject matter related to human geography in geography learning. The imple-

mentation of the subject matter can be integrated into existing source books or alter-

native sources, which are applied to the chapter on population dynamics in Indonesia 

and other chapters relevant to the general theme of human geography. 

Evaluation is the final stage in the five stages of development based on the ADDIE 

model. Evaluation provides perfection in the product development carried out [29]. 

Evaluation is carried out after implementing the product to users, so that they know 

what improvements need to be made. Evaluation is carried out thoroughly regarding 

the integrity of the product. The subject matter resulting from the development will be 

evaluated based on the results of the implementation, several components will be 

improved. Product refinement is important for optimal application of subject matter in 

every school on a broader basis. 
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4 Conclusion 

Development of human geography study at senior high school, subject matter about 

population, anthroposphere, and culture different with development carried out in the 

science of human geography at the university level. Development done through addi-

tions and adjustments material study to development global, national, and local com-

munities, so study science is also required for actual. Participant educators and teach-

ers yet need he did development study science of human geography, considered on 

factors understanding students. However on the side others, human geography studies 

characteristic actual so that development need done with consider various factors. 

Every development stage attempted for implemented for the purpose can achieved. 
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