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Abstract. The curriculum is the core element in shaping the quality of education, determining
its direction, and achieving educational goals. The success of education depends on the
curriculum's adaptability to meet the ever-changing needs of students, institutions, and
stakeholders. In Indonesia, the Ministry of Education introduced the Kurikulum Merdeka
(Independent Curriculum) as an additional option to improve education quality. This curriculum
focuses on fostering a stress-free and enjoyable learning environment that allowsstudents to
showcase their natural talents. It represents a shift from the 2013 curriculum, emphasizing
character development and essential materials while providing more flexibilityfor teachers to
adapt to students' abilities. The Independent Curriculum has been piloted in around 2500 schools
and vocational institutions in the 2021/2022 academic year and is now available for broader
implementation. Schools can choose from three options: Independent Learning, Independent
Change, or Independent Sharing. The curriculum aims to create a learning environment that
prioritizes students' freedom and creativity while adhering to the values of Pancasila, the
foundation of Indonesian society. The study explores the perceptions of teachers and school
principals regarding the Independent Curriculum in two pilot schools, SMAN 1 and SMAN 2
Sukabumi City. A quantitative approach using descriptive statistics was employed, and the data
collected indicates that the majority of respondents have a positive perception of the curriculum.
Theyrecognize its philosophy and concept and believe in its potential to shape students' character
and competencies in line with the demands of the 21st century. The research suggests several
recommendations for the successful implementation of the Independent Curriculum. It calls for
comprehensive support from all school stakeholders, including local government involvement.
Collaborative efforts among the schoolcommittee, supervisors, principals, and teachers are
essential to make schools successful pilot projects. Continuous support and assistance are
needed to ensure the effective implementation of the Independent Curriculum, ultimately
creating a generation of lifelong learners in Indonesia. The Independent Curriculum is a
transformative initiative aimed at improving the quality ofeducation in Indonesia. The positive
perceptions of school principals and teachers in SMAN 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City signify
its potential for success. However, ongoing support, collaboration, and training are essential
to ensure a seamless transition and long-termeffectiveness.
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1. Introduction

The curriculum is the main component in improving the quality of education. As
the heart of education, the curriculum plays a very important role regarding the
direction and goals of education'. The curriculum is a forum that will determine
the direction of education. The success or failure of an education really depends
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on the curriculum used. As Prof. Dr. Omar Mohammad Al-Toumy Al-Syaibani
also views "curriculum as the core of the educational process and the first path
through which to achieve its goals®. The curriculum development process must
continue to be carried out to meet the needs of students, educational institutions
and educational stakeholders. An effective curriculum must meet the current needs
and demands of the culture, society, and expectations of the people served.
Therefore, curriculum development and educational renewal processes must
continue to undergo constant review, revision and change’. The involvement of all
stakeholders determines the success or failure ofthe curriculum being developed.

The Indonesian government, through the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Research and HigherEducation, issued a policy in developing the Kurikulum
Merdeka (Independent Curriculum) which is given to educational units as an
additional option in order to restore learning during 2022-2024. An independent
curriculum is interpreted as a learning design that providesopportunities for
students to learn calmly, relaxed, fun, stress-free and pressure-free, to show their
natural talents®.

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum is a refinement of the
2013 curriculum which has been implemented since 2004. The Merdeka
curriculum has several differences and similarities with the 2013 curriculum.
According to Sari et al. The Merdeka curriculum is madesimpler and focuses on
essential material and development of student character. The nature oraim of the
Merdeka curriculum is to support recovery in learning. The characteristics of the
Merdeka curriculum are as follows: 1) project-based learning activities to develop
soft skills and traits in accordance with the Pancasila learning profile. 2) focus on
essential material so that students have lots of time for learning, especially
numeracy and literacy. 3) make learningmore flexible for teachers to carry out
differentiated learning activities according to students' abilities®.

The differences between the 2013 Curriculum and the Independent
Curriculum can be seen from several aspects, such as the basic curriculum
framework, targeted competencies, curriculum structure, assessment, learning,
teaching tools provided by the government, and the respective curriculum
rankings. Several differences between the 2013 Curriculum and the Merdeka
Curriculum: 1) Subjects: The Indpendent Curriculum emphasizes character and
moral learning, while the 2013 Curriculum has more complete subjects; 2)
Development of Pancasila Student Profiles: The Independent Curriculum adds the
development of Pancasila student profiles as one of its focuses, while the 2013
Curriculum does not have this; 3) Lesson Hours: In the 2013 Curriculum, lesson
hours are set per week, whereas in the Independent Curriculum, education units
can arrange the allocation of learning time according to needs; 4) Material Focus:
The Independent Curriculum focuses on essential material, while the 2013
Curriculum has more complete material; 5) Implementation: The Independent
Curriculum can be adapted to the needs and level of readiness of each school,
while the 2013 Curriculum has a more standard implementation®. These
differences show thatthe Merdeka Curriculum provides schools with more
flexibility in adapting learning to student needs and characteristics, while the 2013
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Curriculum has a more standardized structure and components.

Since the 2021/2022 academic year, the Independent Curriculum has been
implemented in almost 2500 schools participating in the Pilot School Program
(PSP) and 901 Center of Excellence Vocational Schools (SMK PK) as part of
learning with a new paradigm. In the 2022/2023 academic year, educational units
can choose to implement the curriculum based ontheir respective readiness starting
from Kindergarten-B grades I, IV, VII, and There are three options for
implementing the Independent Curriculum for educational units that choose to use
the Independent Curriculum in 2023/2024, namely: 1) Independent Learning;
The educational unit applies several Independent Curriculum principles in
implementing learning and assessment but still uses the curriculum of the
educational unit that is being implemented. 2) Independent Change; Using the
Independent Curriculum in developing the education unitcurriculum and applying
it in carrying out learning and assessments. 3) Independent Sharing:Using the
Independent Curriculum in developing its educational units and applying it in
carrying out learning and assessments with a commitment to share good practices
with other educational units’

The implementation of the Independent Curriculum is a new breakthrough
in realizing Freedom of Learning, which focuses on students' freedom and
creativity in thinking to developcognitive, affective and psychomotor intelligence.
The aim of the independent learning curriculum is so that teachers, students and
parents can have a happy atmosphere. Freedom tolearn means that the education
process must create happy atmosphere®. To support this policy,the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Research and Higher Education has launched the freedomto
learn program and the driving school program as an integrated part of the Merdeka
Curriculum. It is hoped that this program can support each school in forming a
generation of lifelong learners who have personalities in accordance with the
values of Pancasila. The role of teachers is very important in achieving this goal.
In line with Ainia's (2020) view, teachers as the main subject in learning are
expected to have the ability to be a driver of learning and take real action that has
a positive impact on students.

The independent curriculum is a restructuring of the national education
system in Indonesia, asquoted by Yamin and Syahrir (2020), namely to respond to
the nation's changes and progress in facing disruptive changes in the times’.
Minister of Education Nadiem Makarim also statedthat education reform does not
only rely on an administrative approach, but also needs to carryout cultural
transformation!®. This view is in line with the vision and mission of Indonesian
education to create quality people who are able to compete in various aspects of
life!!

The concept of Freedom of Learning, its philosophy, its anchor is the
philosophy of the Fatherof Indonesian Education, Ki Hajar Dewantara, namely the
motto that is always echoed is Ing Ngarso Sung Tulodo, Ing Madyo Mangun Karso,
Tut Turi Handayani. Freedom to learn reflectsfreedom without oppression and
exploitation in accessing knowledge and experience which has an impact on
changing behavior to form a complete personality. The concept of independent

73



74 J. Jasmansyah et al.

learning needs to be enthusiastic and get attention in education policy to improve
its quality. Apart from that, the Indonesian government and society need to
understand the essence of independent learning. The essence of independent
learning can be understood through the concept of education desired by the
Indonesian people'?.

The author held informal discussions with several teachers regarding the
implementation of theMerdeka curriculum, and received information that teachers
did not fully understand the basicconcepts of the Merdeka curriculum'®. Apart from
that, some of them are increasingly confusedabout the new teaching methods in
class, unable to clearly distinguish between the 2013 curriculum and the Merdeka
curriculum. This research examines the perceptions of teachers and school
principals in implementing the Independent curriculum in schools that run the Pilot
School Program (PSP), SMAN 1 Sukabumi City and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City.

2. Method

A quantitative approach with descriptive statistics was used in this research.
Quantitative research methods are research methods based on the philosophy of
positivism that are used tostudy certain populations or samples'*. Meanwhile,
Lilya Susanti said that the descriptive method is a method of researching the status
of a group of people, an object, a set of conditions,a system of thought or a class of
events in the present, which aims to create a systematic, factualand accurate
description, picture or painting. regarding the facts, properties and relationships
between the phenomena being investigated'®.

The respondents of this research were principals and teachers at 2 (two)
public high schools, namely SMAN 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City, with 2 (two)
principals and 45 teachers. So thetotal respondents were 47 people.

The instrument used in this research was used as a measuring tool and
collected research datarelated to the perceptions of school principals and teachers,
namely a questionnaire regarding the perceptions of school principals and teachers
regarding the implementation of the Merdekacurriculum in driving schools. Before
developing an instrument, it is required to state the grating first. Variables are first
defined before developing questions, then determining the indicators that must be
measured. Then, these indicators are translated into questions or statements. An
outline of the research questions is attached in table 1 below:

Table 1. Adapted from : Delsi Mitra and Pupung Purnawarman: Teachers' Perception
Related to theImplementation of Curriculum 2013
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Variabel Sub-Variabel Indicator Notes
Perceptions of Understanding 1. Understand the
SchoolPrincipals | related to the Independent

concept of the Curriculum
and Independent Philosophy
Teachers Curriculum 2. Understand the
. concept of the
mn . Independent
Implementing Curriculum
thelndependent — — 3. (intheory and practice)
Curriculum plementation 1. Understand the
of Learning concept of
Outcomes achievement
Learning
2. Ability to organize
achievements
Learning
Implementation of | Understanding
the Teaching Planning,
Implementation and
and o Evaluation inLearning
Learning Activity .
Activities
Process
Implementation of | Understand the types,

the Assessment
Process Learning

techniques and
strategies of
assessment in the
Independent
Curriculum
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3. Results And Discussion

Based on the results of data collection conducted by researchers on the Principals
and teachersof the Pilot School at SMAN 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City through
a questionnaire, the following results were obtained:

Table 2: Results of data collection conducted by researchers on Principals and
teachers of PilotSchools at SMAN 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City.

Implementation of

assessment in the

Percentage P
. . . Sub- ercentage
Variabel Sub-Variabel Indicator . Indikator
Variabel
IPerceptions
of School ~ [Teacher 1.Understand the 88,4%
Principals Perceptions Independent
land Regarding Curriculum
Teachers in  [Understanding the [Philosophy
Implementing[Philosophy and 88.2%
the Concept of the . Understand the ’ 87.9%
Independent Independent concept of the ’
Curriculum e qum Independent
Curriculum (in
theory and practice)
[Teacher 1. Understand 86,3%
Perceptions Planning,
regarding the Implementation and
Implementation of [Evaluation
Learning ) 0
Activities, 2. Learning 86,6% 87.0%
Planning Activities ’
Implementation
and Evaluation of
Learning).
Teacher 1. Understand 89,4%
Perceptions planning,
regarding the implementation and
Implementatlon of evaluation 89.2%
Learning )
Activities, 2. Legrpmg 88.8%
Learning IActivities
Implementation).
[Teacher Understand the
Percep.nons types, techplques 88.1% 88.1%
regarding and strategies of
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Learning Independent
Activities, Curriculum
Learning
Evaluation).
Total Average 84,4%

Table 3. Perceptions of School Principals and Teachers in Implementing the
Independent Curriculum

No Interval Frequency | Percentage Category
| 248 - 293 33 70,2% Strongly Positive (SP)
2 202 - 247 14 29,8% Positive (P)
3 157 -202 Neutral (NL)
4 111-156 Negative (N)
5 65-110
Sum 47 100% Strongly Negative

The class interval above was obtained using the following descriptive statistical
formula:Xmax =5 x 57 =285

Xmin=1x57=57

Number of Classes =5 ( SP, P, NL, N and SN)

= X max — X min 285-57 228
Class Interval = —— 2= =584y
BK 5 5

The results of
interviews with the Principals of Pilot Schools at SMAN 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi
City regarding the driving school program, said that not all schools in Sukabumi
City were registered as driving schools. There are only two schools that have
categorized driving school, namely SMAN 1 and SMAN 2, saying that not all
schools categorized as the driving school program because they do not meet the
criteria and requirements.

A person's perception of something is influenced by factors such as their
cultural backgroundand personal qualities'®. In the context of the research subjects,
namely the Driving School teachers at SMAN 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City, it
can be concluded that they generally stilluse the 2013 curriculum in their learning,
not the independent curriculum. According to them,the independent curriculum in
driving schools has good potential, but its implementation is stillnot optimal. The
main problem is the lack of information and training for teachers to develop their
competence in using the independent curriculum in driving schools. Therefore,
their perception of the implementation of driving schools tends to be neutral.
However, if we look at the personal qualities of these teachers, their perceptions
of the implementation of driving schools tend to be positive.
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Based on the results of interviews that have been conducted, it appears that
driving schools areable to shape the character of students in accordance with
national values and the competenciesrequired according to the demands of today's
times. The existence of the concept of independent learning and driving schools is
very relevant to the needs of students and the educational requirements of the 21st
century. Apart from that, learning methods at driving schools also involve a
comprehensive learning approach and assessment of student learning outcomes
based on data. This is due to the driving school's focus on developing students'
overall learning outcomes, which include cognitive competencies such as literacy
and numeracy, as well as non-cognitive competencies such as character. All of this
starts with the superior quality of human resources, especially school principals
and teachers. The teachers' perceptions of this are based on their experiences in the
learning processes they have undergonepreviously.

Furthermore, based on table 3 above, it can be seen that the majority of
perceptions of SchoolPrincipals and Teachers regarding the Implementation of the
Independent Curriculum are verypositive at 70.2% and positive at 29.8%. This
perception of teachers having a positive responsecould be due to the fact that every
teacher has been able to accept the driving school program to be implemented in
learning at SMA 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City.

Based on table 2, the total average for sub-variables was 84.4%, the lowest
percentage for thesub-variable Teacher Perceptions regarding the Implementation
of Learning Activities, (Planning, Implementation and Evaluation of Learning)
was 86.6% because teachers must master theory and make planning starts from CP
(Learning Target), TP (Learning Goal), ATP(Scenario of Learning Goal) and
teaching modules, while the highest is the Teacher Perception sub-variable
regarding the Implementation of Learning Activities, (Learning Implementation)
at 89.2%.

From the description, it can be concluded that the total average of
respondents can be categorized as the perception of the Driving School teachers at
SMAN 1 and SMAN 2 Sukabumi City as very positive regarding the
implementation of the independent curriculum. The results of this research are
almost the same as previous research, namely research related to teacher
perceptions of the PJBL model in the prototype curriculum conducted by (Trinaldi
etal. 2022). The results of this research reveal that teachers agree that project based
learning isused as an effort to make students active in learning activities. However,
teachers still experience difficulties in carrying out Project Based Learning.
Teachers are still confused aboutdifferentiating this learning model from other
learning models and there are stillmisunderstandings regarding the planning,
implementation and evaluation of learning in the 2013 curriculum with the
prototype curriculum. The prototype curriculum is the same curriculum as the PSP
(Driver School Program) curriculum (Rachmawati et al. 2022).

4. Conclusion
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The Driving School Program is an initiative to improve the quality of education
in Indonesia.This program is focused on developing overall student learning
outcomes with the aim of creating a Pancasila Student Profile which includes
cognitive competencies (ability to read andcount) and non-cognitive competencies
(character formation), starting with having quality human resources, especially
school principals and teachers.

Based on the findings from the research, it can be concluded that the
perception level of the Head and Teachers of the Driving School at SMAN 1 and
SMAN 2 Sukabumi City is classifiedas very positive at 70.2% regarding the
implementation of the independent curriculum. Therefore, researchers provide
several recommendations for implementing the independent curriculum,
including:

1. Support is needed from all school components, stakeholders and local
government in implementing the independent curriculum.

2. The learning committee, school supervisor, driving school principal, and
driving teachers should work together to invite and become a pilot project
for schools in the area.

3. There needs to be ongoing assistance for the implementation of the Driving
School Program so that this program can run well and effectively.
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